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C. American peace accord reported 

"7 s P eak:w <* U.S. House of Represenia- 
' “ t0 ! “ ^ five AmericanfEesidents 

mceu^ in Guatemala had I reached agreement on a peace plan for the 
legion. Congressman Jim Wright told reporters he was told early Friday \ 
^rn^that the presidents of Nicaragua, El Salvador. Guatemala 1 
Honduras and Costa Rica were !o sign an agreement on Friday calling for 
a simultaneous ceasefire in the region within 105 days. Each country 

l/**- gr — ‘' L 10 ‘werthrow or undermine 

govenunems Of neighbouring countries, Mr. Wri ght said. “It loots verv 
enawragingv Mr. Wright said. “I hope it does noi come unglued." He 
raid his inronnapoq came from the Costa Rian ambassador in Washine- 
*•“*" J™ earfy Friday morning on behalf of Crista Rian 
Preadent Osar Anas. Mr. Wright said the peace plan rails for the five 
nano« f^gn mnmters to meet within 15 days and for the ceasefire to 
take effect within 90 days after that. The countries would also reach 

polirio, ri8hu for “ m 

Pravda assafls U.S. {dan, page 8 
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Jordan protests Israelis’ excavations 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Jordan has complained to the U.N. that an 
ancient Islamic landmark in Jerusalem had been damaged by excavations 
carried out by the Israeli ministry of religious affairs. In a leuer io U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar. U.N. Representative Abdullah 
Salah said Thursday damage had been caused to the Tankiziyah 
Madrasah, built in 1320 as an Islamic religious school. He said the building 
was later the seat of the Islamic supreme court until it was taken over by 
the Israeli army when Israel occupied the Old City in 1967. He said 
Muslim officials were recently able to visit only one room of the building 
adjoining the western wall near where excavations were being carried out. 
Mr. Salah said part or Lhe floor had collapsed and there were cracks in the 
walls of the foundation and in the ceiling, as well as other damage. “The 
underlying cause is persistence in the excavations bcin® carried out by the 
Israeli ministry of religious affairs underneath Islamic buildings in 
numerous directions for the purpose of completing schemes which have 
been drawn up but not yet completed,'' Mr. Salah said. 
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Lebanese pound hits 
new low 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
pound slumped to a record low 
rate against the dollar on Friday 
after Finance Minister Camille 
Chamoun was rushed to hospital 
with a severe heart ailment, deal- 
ers said. The Central Bank post- 
ed a closing price of 202 to the 
dollar, down 15 pounds from 
Monday’s close of 187. The mar- 
ket was closed on the intervening 
days for the ‘Eid Al Adha 
holiday. 

2 killed, 35 hurt 
in Peshawar blast 

PESHAWAR (R) — Two people 
were killed and 35 injured on 
Friday when the latest in a series 
of bomb attacks in Pakistan hit 
the north-western city of Pesha- 
war, police said. A powerful de- 
vice exploded in a sort drinks stall 
near a cinema and bus stop just 
before mid-day, they said. Pesha- 
war is the main centre for rebel 
groups fighting the Soviet-backed 
government in Afghanistan. 
Pakistani officials have blamed 
Afghan secret agents for a string 
of bomb attacks in the region 
over the last 18 months, charges 
dismissed by Kabul (See page 4). 

TASS reports 
rail ‘disaster 9 

MOSCOW ( AP) — A night pas- 
senger train slammed into a 
freight train while rolling rhrougb 
a coal-rich region of southern 
Russia, TASS said Friday. An 
unspecified number of people 
were killed. Hie official news 
agency called the wreck Thursday 
night at Kamenskaya station east 
of the city of Donestsk a “disas- 
ter.” The wording of the dispatch 
indicated the loss of fife might 
have been high. A government 
commission headed by Gennady 
Vedernikov, depmy chairman of 
the Soviet Council of Ministers, 
was formed to determine the 
causes of the wreck. TASS said. 

Reagan to make 
Iran-contra speech 

WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Reagan announced on Fri- 
day that he would make a long- 
awaited speech to the nation on 
the Iran-contra affair next 
Wednesday. He announced the 
speech after making a televised 
statement on the economy in the 
While House press room. White 
House spokesman Mariin Fitzwa- 
ler said that in the 8 p.m. (0001 
GMT. Aug. 13 ) speech, Mr. 
Reagan would give his views of 
the scandal and detail his plans 
for the last 17 months of his 
a dminist ration (Panels wind up 
bearings, page 2). 

Bangui expels 
21 Lebanese 

BANGUI (R) — The Central 
African Republic on Friday 
announced the expulsion of 21 
Lebanese two weeks after one of 
their compatriots hijacked an Air 
Afrique airliner to Geneva. The 
armed hijacker, who identified 
himself as Hussein AJi Moham- 
mad Hariri, boarded the DC- 10 
in die capita! Bangui where he 
had been working. Government 
officials said three of the 21 
Lebanese were expelled im- 
mediately after the July 24 hijack- 
im;. while the decision on the 
others was taken at a meeting on 
Aug, 1 of the ruling Central 
African Democratic Union, set 
up earlier this year by President 
Andre KoJingba. The reason 
given by Interior Minister Christ- 
ophe Grdombe for the expul- 
sions was “dubious morality." 
About 10,000 Lebanese live in 
the Central African Republic. 
Those expelled were mostly from 
the business community. 
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U.S. delays escorts 

in Gulf; Iranians 
end naval exercises 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — The U.S. 
navy has delayed farther escorting of Kuwaiti 
tankers in the Gulf until at least next week 
when American minesweeping helicopters 
begin work in the war-torn waterway, de- 
fence officials said Friday. 


“The convoy is being delayed 
and probably will not be run until 
late next week at the earliest,” 
one of the officials, who asked 
not to be identified, told Reuters. 

Officials said the U.S. helicop- 
ter transport ship Guadalcanal 
left the Indian Ocean island of 
Diego Gairia on Friday for the 
Gulf carrying eight navy mines- 
weeping helicopters, which will 
dear a path to Kuwait for the 
tankers Gas King, Ocean City 
and Sea Isle City. 

In Washington. Secretary of 
State George Shultz told Con- 
' the U.S. government 
not intend to become in- 
volved in the Iran-Iraq war, or to 
invoke the War Powers Act to 


give legal standing to its naval 
presence in the Gulf. 

Mr. Shultz told a Senate 
appropriations subcommittee 
that U.S. warships were escorting 
reflagged Kuwaiti tankers 
through the Gulf to assure the 
free flow of oil to the West, and 
“to make sure that states that are 
friendly to us are not intimidated 
by Iran.” 

“We don’t have any intention 
of getting into that war,” Mr. 
Shultz said. 

And he said because of the 
high incidence of terrorism 
around the world it makes little 
sense to invoke the War Powers 
Act in this particular instance. 
“You can't go into that statute 


over something like this.” Mr. 
Shultz said. 

Furthermore, be said that be- 
cause the War Powers Act has a 
60-day termination date requiring 
the president to withdraw U.S. 
forces unless Congress declares 
war or specifically authorises 
them to remain, the Reagan 
administration would be even 
more reluctant to invoke it. 

After 60 days, he said, “the 
president can't do that any more; 
it doesn't even require a vote in 
Congress.” 

The federal courts are being 
asked to play referee between the 
White House and Congress in a 
foreign policy dispute stemming 
from Mr. Reagan's plan to pro- 
tect Kuwaiti tankers in the Gulf 
(See page 2). 

Meanwhile Iran said it rammed 
a remote-controlled boat packed 
with explosives into a dummy 
“enemy target" Friday and test- 
fired an anti-ship missile in the 
Strait of Hormuz. 

(Contmued on page 3) 


I raq frees 
Syrian pilot 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
has released the pilot of a Syrian 
MiG-21 fighter that was downed 
last month over Iraqi territory, 
the Iraai News Agency (INA) 
reported Thursday. 

The agency said the pilot, who 
was not identified, left Syria 
Wednesday accompanied by a 
representative of the Arab 
League. 

There was no word from Syria 
whether the pilot had returned 
home. Arab League sources is 
Tunisia were quoted as saying the 
pilot was expected to arrive in 
Damascus Thursday. 

The MiG-21 jet fighter was 
shot down by Iraq July 28. It 
crashed six kilometres inside Iraq 
at Al Qaem near the borders of 
the two countries. 

Syria said at the time that the 
pilot was on a training flight when 
he strayed over Iraqi territory. 
Iraq charged it was on a military 
mission. 

An unidentified Jordanian 
source quoted by Renter said the 
pilot arrived in Amman on 
Wednesday and was to leave for 
Damascus aboard an Air France 
flight Thursday. There was no 
way of confirming the pilot's 
arrival in Svria. 


Shevardnadze: Warships 
should leave Gulf region 


GENEVA (R) — Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
said Friday that the situation in 
the Gulf was growing daily more 
dangerous and foreign warships, 
notably those of the United 
States, should be withdrawn. 

“The number of ships and 
weapons there is enormous and is 
growing. The situation every day 
is becoming more and more 
dangerous,” Mr. Shevardnadze 
told a news briefing. 

He urged all countries to take 
steps that would help United Na- 
tions Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar in his peace 
mission in the Iran-Iraq war. 

But, asked whether the Soviet 
Union was prepared to adopt an 
arms embargo against the warring 
states, he said it was premature to 
discuss the idea. 

“Let’s not run ahead of events. 
As far as the sanctions are con- 
cerned, let’s see how the mission 
of the secretary-general, Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar, comes out," he 
said. 

Mr. Shevardnadze, who earlier 
met the chief U.S. arms nego- 
tiator. called the situation in the 
Gulf “unpredictable and very 
complicated” and urged all na- 
tions to support the July 20 U.N. 
Security Council resolution 
urging an immediate ceasefire in 


the seven-year-old Gulf war. 

“Fust, I think that now we 
should focus on making the mis- 
sion of the U.N. secretary-gener- 
al there successful. Second, we 
should join efforts of all nations to 
remove the root cause of the 
situation — the Iran-Iraq war," 
be said. 

“And thirdly, we have to work 
to remove the military presence 
— I have in mind the naval units 
of the great powers, including the 
United States." 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar is holding 
separate meetings with Security 
Council members because of his 
continued concern about the Gulf 
war, a U.N. spokesman said 
Thursday. 

No definitive reply had been 
received from Iran to the coun- 
cil’s resolution. Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar was expected to visit the 
area but the timing had not been 
fixed. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar’s attempt 
to meet Iranian Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati while they 
were both in Geneva last week 
failed. 

If the war continues in de- 
fiance of the Security Council's 
mandatory resolution, the 15-na- 
tion body is committed to consid- 
er further steps including sanc- 
tions. 


Iranians stage massive anti-U.S. 
demonstrations over Mecca deaths 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Millions 
of people vowing vengeance on 
the United States and Saudi Ara- 
bia demonstrated across Iran on 
Fridav to protest against the 
bloodbath in Mecca a week ago, 
Tehran Radio said. 

The new wave of Iranian 
threats came as the bodies of 
another 51 Iranian pilgrims were 
flown home Friday following last 
week's deadly riots in Mecca. 

An Iran Air plane carrying the 
dead and 30 wounded survivors 
landed in Tehran, bringing the 
number of bodies repatriated to 
109 following the July 31 vio- 
lence. . 

Saudi Arabia says 275 Iranians 
were among 402 people killed 
during a stampede in the Holy 
City and violence that followed, 
and denies that police fired a 
single shot. 

Iran claims 600 Iranians were 
killed by police gunfire in what it 
called a plot engineered by the 
United States. 

M We will take our revenge 
against America directly,” In- 
terior Minister Ali Akbar 
Mohiashemi told Tehran Radio. 

Mr. Mohtashemi said Iran 
will not allow the shameful and 
tragic acts of the Saudi police and 

regime to go unanswered, 
although the direct responsibility 
lies on the shoulders of America, 
which issued the order.” 

Another Iranian leader, Chief 


Justice Musavi Ardebili, vowed 
Iran would overthrow the Saudi 
monarchy and was ready to 
attack U.S. forces if provoked. 

“We have reiterated that we 
don't want to fight in the Gulf,'' 
be told thousands of worshippers 
at Friday prayers in Tehran. 

“But (President Ronald) 
Reagan is increasing military 
forces there,” Mr. Ardebili said, 
adding: “Reagan should know 
that by these actions Iran won't 
be frightened and will not step 
back.” 

The worshippers at times inter- 
rupted Mr. Ardebili’s address 
with chants of “Death to Amer- 
ica,” “Death to Saudi Arabia’’ 
and “Death to Israel.” 

Tehran Radio repeated charges 
that Saudi Arabia was holding up 
the handover of Iranian bodies 
and was hampering medical care 
for the Iranian wounded. 

But it said a march by non- 
Iranian clergymen and religious 
students from the holy city of 
Qom was stopped by police from 
approaching the Saudi embassy in 
Tehran. 

In other developments: 

— Saudi Arabia said Thursday 
three of its diplomats missing in 
Tehran since Saturday had been 
freed but that the fate of a fourth 
was still unknown. 

The Saudi Press Agency (SPA) 
quoted a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman in Riyadh as saying 


“three employees abducted from 
the Saudi embassy in Tehran had 
been released. The fate of the 
fourth colleague was still un- 
known.” 

Earlier, a ministry spokesman 
said nothing had been beard ab- 
out the four missing diplomats, 
whom Saudi Arabia said were 
abducted when Tehran demon- 
strators occupied the embassy to 
“protest” against the Mecca vio- 
lence. 

— Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq Al Sharaa briefed Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad on Thurs- 
day on his talks in Tehran aimed 
at easing tension between Saudi 
Arabia and Iran, the official Sy- 
rian News Agency (SANA) re- 
ported. 

Mr. Sharaa delivered a mes- 
sage on Wednesday from Mr. 
Assad to Iranian President Ali 
Khamenei which SANA said 
underlined the need for easing 
the situation between Saudi Ara- 
bia and Iran over the deaths in 
Mecca. 

Tehran Radio earlier said Mr. 
Sharaa denied Syria was trying to 
mediate between Iran and Saudi 
Arabia but quoted him as blam- 
ing the United States for the 
Mecca violence. 

Rival sects threaten Iran and 
Saudi Arabia, page 2 
I ranians started riots, pilgrims 
say, page 3 


Camille Chamoun dies of heart failure 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Former 
President Camille Chamoun. who 
invited the first U.S. military 
intervention in the Middle East, 
died Friday of heart failure, the 
hospital announced. 

Mr. Chamoun. 87. died at 4:25 
p.m. (1325 GMT) in the inten- 
sive-care unit at east Beirut's 
Saint Georges Hospital, accord- 
ing to a hospital statement. He 
had been rushed there Thursday. 

The statement did not disclose 
further details. Earlier, a hospital 
spokesman said Mr. Cbampun's 
condition had deteriorated after 
he was admitted Thursday suffer- 
ing from a heart attack. The 
spokesman, who refused to be 
named, said Mr. Chamoun had 
been in a coma since 9 a.m. (0600 
GMT). 

The Maronite Catholic Cha- 
moun was president from 1952 to 
1958. He asked for U.S. military 
assistance to quell an uprising 
shortly before the end of his 
six-year term. 

President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower dispatched a 5,000- 
member marine contingent to aid 
Mr. Chamoun. The force stayed 
in Lebanon for six months. 

Mr. Chamoun escaped four 



£ 


Camille Chamoun (1900-1987) 
assassination attempts in 19 
years. The first came May 5, 
1968. when a youth from the 
northern city of Tripoli shot him 
with an automatic pistol in the 
jaw on the doorsteps of his party 
headquarters in east Beirut. 

The three other attempts were 
by remote-controlled car bombs 
in March, 1980, November 1985 
and Jan. 7 this year. 

Mr. Chamoun, a wealthy 
businessman and lawyer, had 
held many cabinet posts since 


1938. He used force and politics 
to defend Lebanon's Christians, 
turning to the United States and 
Israel for military aid to combat 
leftists, Palestinians and Syrians. 
Acknowledged as a shrewd 
litirian by both friends and 
oes, he was one of the first 
Christian leaders to openly attack 
a Syrian-mediated peace plan 
signed by Christian and Muslim 
leaders to end Lebanon's civil 
war in December 1985. 

He reluctantly joining a nation- 
al unity cabinet as finance minis- 
ter in 1984, but remained suspi- 
cious of the Muslims and saw the 
accord as a Syrian attempt to gain 
total control over Lebanon. 

Bom April 3, 1900, Mr. Cha- 
moun won his first parliamentary 
seat at the age of 29. fourteen 
years before Lebanon gained its 
independence from France. 

In the late 1950s, Mr. Cha- 
moun founded his right-wing 
National Libera! Party (NLP) to 
confront the growing leftist influ- 
ence of the late Druze chief Kam- 
al Junblatt's Progressive Socialist 
Party in the Chouf province, the 
home region of both. 

Mr. Chamoun's “Tigers" mili- 
tia was active in Lebanon’s civil 


war until 1980 when rival right- 
wing fighters of the late Presi- 
dent-elect Bashir Gemayel 
crushed it in a bloody confronta- 
tion. 

Mr. Chamoun's son. Dany. 53. 
was elected by the NLP’s con- 
gress to the party's leadership in 
1986 and he has been rebuilding 
the Tigers force in Christian sec- 
tors of South Lebanon, allegedly 
in cooperation with Israel. 

Mr. Chamoun predicted 
starvation in Lebanon in his latest 
public starement Wednesday. 

“The nation is heading toward 
total bankruptcy and famine." 
Mr. Chamoun said. 

He has another son. Dory. 55. 
His wife, Zelpha, died of cancer 
in 1971. 

In 1968 Mr. Chamoun's would- 
be assassin. Nabil Akari. was 
sentenced to life imprisonment 
after his conviction. 

However, Mr. Chamoun 
arranged a pardon for him in 
compliance with his wife's will. 

In the feudal tradition which 
has characterised Lebanese poli- 
tics since independence, Danv 
Chamoun won key posts in the 
NLP and is now a candidate for 
president. 


Shultz sends 
envoy to 
discuss 
peace efforts 
with Israelis 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Secretary of Stare George P. 
Shultz said Thursday he was 
sending a personal envoy to -bear 
from Israeli leaders their position 
on the stalemated peace efforts in 
the Middle East, but said be held 
out little hope for a break- 
through. 

Mr. Shultz said his executive 
assistant Charles Hill “knows 
these issues very well, he’s very 
close to me and he knows the 
people there well.” 

Mr. Shultz told a press confer- 
ence he was sending Mr. Hill to 
Israel for “in-depth talks de- 
signed to dig in deeply and find 
out exactly how people see 
things.” 

The coalition Israeli govern- 
ment is divided over the, Arab 
proposal for an international 
Middle East peace conference 
convened by the five permanent 
members of the U.N. security 
Council — Britain, China, 
France, the Soviet Union and the 
United States. 

Mr. Shultz, in a strong hint that 
Mr. Hill would press Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir to be 
more flexible on the question of 
such a conference — he has 
opposed the idea adamantly — 
said every opportunity had to be 
explored. 

“Our view is that moves to- 
ward peace are very important, 
that opportunities that may pre- 
sent themselves should be taken 
advantage of and explored in 
detail so that we make sure we 
don’t miss any bets,” he said. 

Mr. Shultz repeated that 
Washington was prepared to con- 
sider an international conference 
provided it was an umbrella ses- 
sion designed to lead to direct 
Arab-Israeli talks. 

'“Obviously, an international 
conference in and of itself is not 
of any interest to us," he said. 

Washington is concerned that a 
conference along the lines of the 
Arab proposal would give a signi- 
ficant role to Moscow in the 
Middle East. U.S. officials say 
Washington would not go along 
with thati 


Israelis beef up forces in W. Bank 
to counter mounting protests 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Israeli army 
has increased its presence in the 
occupied territories in the face of 
a mounting wave of violent anti- 
Israeli attacks and was barring its 
soldiers from travelling alone in 
the occupied Gaza Strip. 

Near the occupied West Bank 
town of Qalqilya, the army set up 
a tent and said it would increase 
patrols in the area where un- 
known assailants threw a fire 
bomb on Thursday into a car 
carrying a Jewish settler couple, 
severely injuring the woman. 

Three Palestinians have been 
injured in the West Bank city of 
Nablus in clashes between de- 
monstrators and Israeli forces in 
the last two days. 

Israel Radio quoted Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir as 
saying Thursday’s firebomb 
attack forced the army to let West 
Bank Palestinians “feel its iron 


fist." 

The attack occurred early 
Thursday morning on a road be- 
tween Qalqiliya and the nearby 
Jewish settlement of Alfei 
Menasbe. 

The army imposed a curfew on 
Qalqiliya and combed the area, 
said an army official. 

Witnesses quoted by news 
agencies said the army searched 
homes and orchards and detained 
several suspects. 

In the West Bank town of* 
Nablus, Israeli police shot and 
wounded two Palestinians. Israel 
Television reported. 

It said the two were taken to a 
hospital and that another person 
was also apparently wounded. 

The television said the Palesti- 
nians threw stones and burned 
tyres during a protest in down- 
town Nablus. 

It was a second incident in 


Nablus in two days. On Wednes- 
day, Israeli police shot and 
wounded a Palestinian man dur- 
ing a violent demonstration. 

The curfew on Qalqiliya was 
lifted later Thursday, but Israeli 
Chief of Staff Dan Shomron said 
the army planned to increase its 
presence in the area and establish 
some permanent posts there. 

The army said Friday it would 
bar soldiers from travelling alone 
in the occupied Gaza Strip fol- 
lowing the killing of an Israeli 
military police commander on 
Sunday. 

The commander. Captain Ron 
Tal, was shot at close range while 
driving a military vehicle on the 
main street of the city of Gaza. 

An array spokeswoman said 
the new regulation for vehicle 
travel would replace a measure 
allowing soldiers to ride solo with 
the permission of their bases. 


U.S. and Soviet Union 
agree to speed up talks 


GENEVA (Agencies) — The 
United States and the Soviet Un- 
ion agreed on Friday to speed up 
arms negotiations to narrow dif- 
ferences before a meeting next 
month of their foreign ministers. 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze toid jour- 
nalists the agreement was 
reached during a three-hour 
meeting he had with chief U.S. 
arms negotiator Max Kampel- 
mac. 

We agreed our delegations 
would best use the time available 
before the meeting — and we 
don’t have ranch time, only a 
month or so — to prepare 3 
mutuaJIy-acceptable draft agree- 
ment on medium- and shorter- 
range nuclear missiles," he said. 

In a separate news briefing, 
Mr. Kampelman said he hoped 
for progress on banning in- 
termediate-range nuclear forces 
(INF) and on reducing strategic 
weapons before the Sept. 15-17 
meeting between Mr. Shevard- 
nadze and U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz. 

But Mr. Shevardnadze reiter- 
ated that Moscow insisted on the 
removal of American warheads 
on West Germany’s Pershing-IA 
missiles as part of an INF deal. 
Mr. Kampelman insisted that 


the Pershing could not be a part 
of an INF treaty. 

Mr. Shevardnadze accused the 
U.S. Geneva talks team of not 
engaging in substantive discus- 
sions so far. 

“If one compares the negotia- 
tions with a two-engined aero- 
plane, the Soviet-U.S. negotia- 
tions are flying on the power of 
one engine. This is the Soviet 
engine,” he said. 

“But the aeroplane we have is 
a heavy aeroplane which is over- 
loaded with the burden of nuclear 
weapons. The other engine has to 
be started," be said. 

Mr. Kampelman retorted: “I 
assure you that the United States 
is not prepared to be an idle 
passenger.” 

Asked whether the United 
States had shown a softening on 
the Pershing issue, Mr. Shevard- 
nadze declined to provide details 
of what Mr. Kampelman said. 
He implied there had been no 
major change. 

However, he added, “there are 
some nuances, and they will be 
subject to negotiation." He did 
not elaborate. 

Mr. Shevardnadze described 
his talks with Mr. Kampelman 
as “substantive, interesting and 
businesslike." 


Ammarin 
returns home 

AMMAN (R) — A Jordanian 
embassy employee, once accused 
by Turkey of murder, spying and 
sabotage, returned from' Ankara 
on Thuisday to an emotional 
welcome from his family. 

“I am very happy to have 
reached my country ." Adnan 
Musa Suleiman Ammarin said at 
the airport, where dozens of rela- 
tives ululated and chanted songs 
of greeting. 

"People in authority, headed 
by King Hussein and Turkish 
President Kenan Evren, under- 
stood the situation and crossed 
the ts and dotted the is,” a 
grim-faced Mr. Ammarin, 46, 
told Reuters. 

Mr. Ammarin was freed on 
July 28 after 10 months' deten- 
tion. His release followed a state 
visit to Turkey by King Hussein. 

Mr. Ammarin said “facts which 
could not be overlooked and the 
clarity of the situation" had also 
contributed to his release. He did 
not elaborate. 

In the last few weeks. Mr. 
Ammarin was acquitted of 
murdering Jordanian embassy 
First Secretary Ziad Al Sati, had 
a conviction of spying for Syria 
over-ruled because of diplomatic 

immunity, and was dropped from 
a sabotage case on the same 
grounds. 


Jayewardene appeals to Sinhalese for peace 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Junius R. Jayewardene told 
the nation Friday that Indian 
troops overseeing a truce in the 
Tamil insurgency are under his 
control and appealed to the 
Sinhalese majority to help restore 
peace. 

As officials processed release 
documents for thousands of 
Tamil prisoners granted amnesty 
under the tier peace accord. Mr. 
Jayewardene spoke vo his nation 
of 16 million in a nationally 
broadcast radio and television 
address. 

“The peace accord with India 
has brought us from darkness to 
light and will help us find peace 


for all in this island," he said. 

He appealed for an end to the 
terrorism which he said now ex- 
ists “only in the south” of the 
nation — the heartland of the 
Sinhalese Buddhist majority. 

Mr. Jayewardene said 
Sinhalese radicals are stirring up 
trouble in the south and opposing 
the peace accord. He was refer- 
ring to groups like the outlawed 
Janatha Vimukthi Peramune 
(People’s Liberation Front), which 
wants to overthrow the govern- 
ment and opposes any conces- 
sions to the Tamil minority. 

The accord provides for an 
Indian peacekeeping force to 
oversee the surrender of arms by 


Tamil separatist rebels and for Sri 
Lankan troops to return to bar- 
racks. Sinhalese Buddhist domin- 
ate the government and military. 

“The Indians will leave when 
asked to do so,” Mr. Jayewar- 
dene promised. “Till I say ‘thank 
you' for your help, for all you 
have done, the Indian troops will 
be here under my command, 
under my direction." 

Meanwhile, a senior govern- 
ment official, who asked not to be 
identified, said preparations were 
under way to begin releasing an 
estimated 5,000 Tamils held with- 
out charges in detention camps 
and jails across the country. 

Government officials say pri- 


vately that some releases in 
Sinhalese areas will be carried out 
in secret to prevent ethnic vio- 
lence. 

The government had said it 
would not release any of the 
detainees until it was satisfied 
that Tamil rebels had turned over 
all their weapons. 

Reports said Indian navy ships 
would transport 5,000 freed 
Tamil prisoners from the south- 
ern Sri Lankan town of Galle in a 
week-long operation starting 
Saturday. 

Meanwhile Sri Lanka also 
appealed for international help to 
rebuild its economy under the 
peace pact 
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Congressmen file suit against 
Reagan over reflagging policy 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — The federal courts 
are being asked to resolve a foreign policy dispute 
between White House and Congress stemming from 
President Ronald Reagan’s plan to protect Kuwaiti 
tankers in the Gulf. 


A lawsuit by members of Con- 
gress seeks to invoke the 1973 
War Powers Act, which limits a 
president's authority to send U.S. 
military personnel into situations 
of “imminent hostilities." 

The suit lists 114 members of 
the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives as plaintiffs. 

The war ‘powers act was 
enacted in 19/3 over a veto by 
tfaen-President Richard Nixon. It 
says U.S. military personnel can't 
be sent to areas of imminent 
danger for more than 60 days 
unless Congress specifically 
approves the deployment. 

Congressman Mike Lowry, an 
opposition Democrat and chair- 
man of the House Democratic 
Study Group, said every adminis- 
tration since 1973 has argued that 
the law is an unconstitutional 
restriction on a president’s au- 
thority, but the supreme court 
has not ruled on the issue. 

The suit concerns Mr. 
Reagan’s plan to protect 11 
Kuwaiti tankers with American 
flags and U.S. navy warships as 
they travel through the war-tom 
Gulf. That has raised fears in the 
Democratic-controlied Congress 
about involving the United States 
in the Iran-Iraq war. Iran has 
accused Kuwait of aiding Iraq. 

At the White House on Thurs- 
day, spokesman Roman Popa- 
diuk declined to comment on the 
suit. But he noted that in a recent 
report to Congress, the White 
House discussed the question of 
.whether the War Powers Act 
applied to the current situation. 

“The War Powers Act is not 
applicable under the present cir- 
cumstances," the report said. 


“This is not a situation where 
imminent involvement of U.S. 
forces in hostilities is clearly indi- 
cated.” 

Mr. Lowry disagreed, 

"If there was ever a case where 
the War Powers Act's terms of 
imminent hostilities applies, this 
is it-” 

He noted the May 17 Iraqi 
attack on the USS Stark, whicn 
killed 37 American sailors, and 
the July 24 incident in which the 
reflagged Kuwaiti tanker Bridge- 
ton hit a mine while being 
escorted by three navy warships. 

The fight over the war Powers 
Act is the latest response in Con- 

C ss to Mr. Reagan’s policy. 

gislators have been unable to 
agree on how they should react. 

Earlier Thursday, the House 
Merchant Marine and Fisheries 
Committee heard legislators sup- 
port a bill to ban the Kuwaiti 
reflagging unless Kuwait agrees 
to allow bases for U.S. nunes- 
weeptng helicopters. 

Eight of those helicopters have 
been sent to the Gulf, where they 
will operate from a navy ship. 

Kuwait, which fears Iranian 
attack, has told U.S. officials 
informally that it would refiise a 
request to base the helicopters on 
its soil, according to navy officials 
in the Gulf. 

Democratic Congressman Wal- 
ter Jones, chairman of the panel, 
said “It is a disgrace” that no 
U.S. anti-mine units are permit- 
ted in Kuwait. 

The Reagan administration 
said Thursday it bad not asked 
Kuwait for permission to base 
U.S. minesweeping helicopters 


Dutch sounding out Europeans 
to support U.S. Navy in Gulf 


THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — The Netherlands is trying 
to organise European diplomatic 
support for U.S. Navy operations 
in the Gulf, according to Dutch 
press -reports Friday. 

.‘^Dutch' officials have been 
sounding ont members of the 
West European Union fWEU), a 
body made up of seven European 
NATO nations, about the initia- 
tive, said the Amsterdam news- 
paper De Volkskrant. The 
Netherlands is this year’s WEU 
president. 

However, Dutch Defence 
Ministry spokesman Eric Ouwe- 
jan told the Associated Press that 
"there’s nothing going on.” 

The yolkskrant report said 
"the initiative should not in the 
first place be seen as military, but 
rather as diplomatic,” but did not 
indicate what specific form that 
diplomatic support could take. 

The reported Dutch initia- 
tive followed last week's rejection 
by- the Dutch government of an 
informal U.S. request for Dutch 


navy support for fts operations in 
the Gulf area. 

The Netherlands owns an ultra- 
modern fleet of 13 mine hunters, 
and American officials reportedly 
asked the Netherlands to deploy 
some of; those ships for mine 
bunting duties in the Gulf. . 

A Dutch Foreign Ministry 
spokesman refused to confirm the 
Friday reports. 

“As to the kind of situation 
thatisnow going on in the Golf, 
it goes without saying that the 
Netherlands is in permanent con- 
tact with the appropriate na- 
tions,” said the spokesman, who 
spoke in exchange for anonymity, 
in line with ministry policy. 

He declined to say whether 
those nations were in fact the six 
other WEU members. 

Other diplomatic sources in The 
Hague denied any knowledge of 
the Dutch initiative. A Dutch 
source said privately that "there 
are all kinds of speculation... (but 
there are) certainly no initiatives 
(via) the WEU or whatever.” 
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on its soil but did not rule out 
such a request in future. 

State Department official Ma- 
-rion Creekmore said Kuwait was 
giving unspecified other help in 
^working out details for greater 
mine protection” for American 
warships escorting Kuwaiti tank- 
ers the U.S. flag through 

“The United States has never 
requested permission to base 
helicopters in Kuwait to support 
mine-clearing operations in the 
Gulf," Mr. Creekmore, deputy 
assistant secretary of state for 
Near Eastern and South Asian 
affairs, told a congressional 
hearing. 

But Mr. Creekmore said the 
United States was keeping tbe 
situation in the Gulf under con- 
stant review and: “New requests 
are always possible.” 

Meanwhile the State Depart- 
ment has said Iran is more likely 
to use terrorism than direct 
strikes if it decides to retaliate 
against the U.S. military buildup 
in the Golf- 

Secretary of State George 
Shultz and his top Middle East 
policymaker also say they haven't 
given up efforts to persuade U.S. 
allies to help dear mines en- 
dangering American vessels and 
other ships in the Gulf. 

Asked at a news conference 
Thursday about Banian threats 
against tbe United States, Mr. 
Shultz said, “Iran has had a lot of 
things to say publicly, and 
they've whipped .. people up." 

He said Iran has been sponsor- 
ing terrorism for years, but “right 
now there is a particularly in- 
flamed period on their part in 
their rhetoric.” 

In an apparent reference to 
U.S. bases in Western Europe, 
which have been terrorist targets 
in the past, Mr. Shultz said “we 
have to be on the alert in our 
various installations” following 


last week's rioting in Mecca, 
Saudi Arabia. 

The United States and Saudi 
Arabia have blamed the violence, 
in which hundreds died, on 
armed Iranians. 

U.S. warships escorting oil 
tankers through the Gulf must 
pass near Iranian territorial wa- 
ters in the Strait of Hormuz, but 
Mr. Shultz said: *T don’t flunk 
there is any prospect at all that 
we'll be drawn into a shooting 
war.” 

“We are there to deter acts of 


Rival Sunni, Shi’ite factions 
threaten Iran, Saudi Arabia 


BEIRUT (AP) — Each of two 
hitherto unknown Sunni and 
Shi'ite Muslim underground 
groups on Friday vowed to cany 
out respective attacks against Ira- 
nian ami Saudi interests, reflect- 
ing a widening rift between 
Islam’s two major sects. - J 

The Smnri “Islamic Reform 
Organisation- AI Sand Squad” 
pledged attacks against “Iran’s 
interest throughout the Arab 
World if Iran and its agents car- 
ried out any attack against Saudi 
Arabia.” 

The Shfite “Sous ofHizbollah- 
Hijaz” vowed to “confront the 
oppression and aggression carried 
out by the Saudi rulers against. 
Muslims in the holy city of Mec- 
ca,” in Saudi Arabia. 

A statement by the Sunni 
group said: “We warn the old 
sickhead (Iran’s patriarch Ayatol- 
lah Ruhollah) Khomeini that the 
Sunnis in Lebanon have at last 
broken their silence and chose to 
stand by Saudi Arabia’s tide.” 

The handwritten one-page 


statement was delivered to the 
office of a Western news agency 
reporter in Tripoli, Lebanon's 
mainly Sunni, second-largest city 
80 kilometres north of Beirut 

The Shfifo threat was pub- 
fished 1 by 1 the- daily -As Safir 
together with a poster carrying 
photos of five “martyrs of Hijaz 
who fen rathe past two years.” It 
did not disclose the circumstances 
of their death. 

The paper said the poster was 
printed in the Iranian holy city of 
Qora. 

Nearly all Iranians are SM’ite 
Muslims. Most Saudi Arabians 
belong to the Sunni sect, group- 
ing 85 per cent of the world’s 850 
million Muslims. 

Hijaz is a western Saudi pro- 
vince. An estimated 200,000 
Shi'ite minority resides in the 
desert kingdom’s oil-rich eastern 
province. 

The statement claimed that 
Shfite mosques in two Saudi 
towns were dosed last month on 
orders from King Fahd. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal CaJtnral Centre _ TeL 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre library ._. — 641520 

British Grand! .... 63 6147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641903 

Sovirt Cultural Centre <44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 62 4049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Art# Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City ... 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A .. 664251 

Amman Mun i c ip al Library 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library — 843555 


MUSEUMS 


“Children’* Heritage and Science 
Muu ■m" Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, plus a small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week 930 
a. m. - 130 p.m. and 330 p.m - 630 
pm. Closed on Friday. 

FaBdotc Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Abo mosaics 
from Madaba and Jeiash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hoots: 9.00 ajm.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Td. 651760. 

Jordan Arcbaeofockul Museum: Has 
an csxBcnt collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal Al Qal'a 
(Gtadd Hill). Opening horns 9.00 

а. m. -5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 ajn. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a 
coOectkm of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
19th Century orientalist artists. Mnata- 
zah, Jabal Lowdbdeh. Opening hours: 
10.00 a.m. - L30 pjn. and 3.00 p.m.- 

б. 00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 

Martyrs* Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 

Revolt of 1916. Sports Gty. Amman. 
Opening boon 9.00 ajn.-4.00 p.m. 
CfeedSatnnJays. TeL 664240. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


The Amman Lions Gab. Meetings 
every Gist and third Wednesday at tbe 
Regency Palace Hotel, 730 p.m. 
Lfam rwhdri ph la dab. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 730 p.m. 
PfcflsdcUtia Mazy CM>. Meetings 
every Wednesday at tbe Holiday Itm. 
130 p.m. 

Mary Osb. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2-00 
p.m. 

Royal AntomobBe Chib. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Td. 816534, 
S17534. 


CHURCHES 


St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Amuaciatfou (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibden, Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaDe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Td. 661757. 
TemsaBfa Church (Roman Caihofic). 
Jabal Luweibdeh. mass in Italian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday at 530 

p.m. Td: 622366 

Church of the Amudathm (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdafi, Td. 623541. 

Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Td. 625383. 
Armenian Cathofic Cfaarch Ashrafieh, 
TeL 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Clindi Ashra- 
fieh. Tel. 775261. 

St- Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh. TeL 7717SL 
Amman Int erna tio nal Church (inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shtneiram', Td. 

Evangcfietl Lutheran Church Jabal 
Amman. 6th Circle, (Rev. N. Stnir), 
T«L 811295. 
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are neutral, and we have no chip 
on our shoulder,” he said. 

“Obviously if we are attacked, 
we will have to see what actions 
well take, but we are not there in 
any kind of provocative way,” he 
said. 

In a satellite news conference 
with reporters in Western 
Europe, Richard Murphy, assis- 


tant secretary of state for Near 
Eastern affairs, was asked to 
assess Iranian intentions. 

“They have chosen to go 
against a number of countries’ 
interests by sabotage, by assas- 
sination, by hostage taking, by 
kidnapping,” rather than against' 
the navies of the Western nations 
in the Gulf, Mr. Murphy said. 

Both officials said the West has 
improved its counter-terrorist in- 
telligence system in recent years 
and is better able to prevent 
attacks than in lira past 

They also said the United 
States has not halted its effort to 
persuade Western European 
allies to assist in dealing mines 
threatening oD tankers in the 
Gulf. Mr. Murphy said he was 
“not pessimistic” about the pros- 
pects of obtaining such help, but 
neither be nor Mr. Shultz pro- 
vided any specifics on what the 
arrangements might be. 


Saudi envoy 
rejects link 
between 
reflagging 
and riots 
in Mecca 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Tbe Saudi ambassador to the 
United States has rejected any 
connection between die D.S. re- 
flagging of Kuwaiti tankers in tbe 
Gulf and the riots at Mecca. 

Prince Bandar Ibn Sultan also 
said the reflagging operation does 
not necessarily escalate tensions 
in a already-troubled region. 

At a briefing for reporters, 
Prince Bandar separated the re- 
flagging and the riots at Mecca 
where 402 people were killed at 
the holy Islamic city. 

“There is a tragedy that took 
place,” Prince Bandar said. 
**What bas that got to do with you 
Americans?” 

“I just don’t see any linkage 
and logic,” he added. 

Saudi Arabia said tbe Muslims 
died at Mecca last Friday when an 
Ir anian political demonstration 
turned into a riot. The dead 
included 275 Iranians, 85 Saudis 
and 42 other pilgrims, the Saudis 
said. 

Saudi officials blamed the out- 
break on a small group of Iranian 
political agitators. Prince Bandar 
said more than half the dead were 
crushed, and “not a single bullet 
was fired*’ by Saudi security 
forces. 

Iran accused Saudi police of 
opening fire on the crowd and 
charged that the United States 
was behind the action. 

Iran has angled out Kuwaiti 
tankers for attack, accusing 
Kuwait of aiding its enemy, Iraq, 
in the Gulf war. The United 
States plans to reflap 11 Kuwaiti 
ships to protect navigation in the 
Gulf. 

Prince Bandar played down the 
significance of the reflagging 
effort. 

The reflagging “cannot be con- 
sidered as a escalating factor 
simply because there are other 
peopfe doing the same tiring,” he 
said. 

“Britain there, France is 
there, the Stfviet Union is there. 
Tbe trouble has been there be- 
fore you did this anyway,” Prince 
Bandar said. 

- France and Britain have re- 
fused U.S. requests to increase the 
number of their ships in the Gulf 
and to help with mine-sweeping 
efforts. 

Prince Bandar, giving an 
account of riot, told a news con- 
ference Saudi tolerance was being 
pushed to its limit 

“King Fahd is a very tolerant 
man and always opts for peace, 
for reconciliation, he said. “We 
are moderate, which we are 
proud of, but it doesn’t mean we 
compromise basic principles.” 

“Some of those Iranian agita- 
tors became arrogant enough' 1 to 
push Saudi tolerance to the 
breaking point dining the riots. 
Prince Bandar said. 

“There are limits to what we 
tolerate and we, I think, have 
reached it” 


Iran-contra committees end hearings 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
congressional Iran-contra com- 
mittees have wrapped up their 
bearings, but investigators are 
not likely to complete their final 
report before October. 

The panels on Thursday 
finished interviewing their 32na 
witness, CIA covert operations 
Director Clair George, in dosed 
session. That concluded three 
days of private testimony from 
CIA witnesses, said there were 
no plans to hear from farther 
witnesses. 

However, Congressman Lee 
Hamilton, an opposition Demo- 
crat and chairman of the House 
of Representatives Panel, did not 
role out the possibility that furth- 
er witnesses could be called. 

“There are lots of leads that 
have not been pursued as fully as 
we could,” Mr. Hamil ton $ajdL 

Unanswered questions remain 
for “almost every single witness," 
he said. 

Asked whether Vice President 
George Bush was correct When 
he asserted the hearings have 
placed him beyond criticism in 
the secret sale of weapons to Iran 
and the resupply of the Nicara- 
guan rebels, Mr. Hamilton reiter- 
ated that the committees' work is 
not yet complete. 

“So long as that's the status of 
it. I’m not going to make any 
comment with regard to Vice 
President Bush, or any other per- 
son, that has any finality to it” 
Mr: Hamilton said. “We have 
very little evidence of the vice 
president’s involvement.'' 

Mr. Hamilton said it was un- 


likely the panels’ final report will 
be finis hed before October. He 
said be saw no need for swu r ,; nu 
legislative change. 

In another development, tbe 
Washington Post reported that 
special prosecutor Lawrence 
Walsh will have to obtain a 
judge's approval of questions be 
wants two Israeli figures to 
answer. 

Israel objects to subpoenas by 
Mr. Walsh’s grand jury, a panel 
of citizens that reviews evidence 
and derides whether the case 
should be prosecuted. 

The panel wants to question 
Adolph Schwimmer, an Israeli 
arms dealer, and David Kimche, 
a former Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial, about the arms sales. The 
Post said U.S. District Judge Au- 
brey Robinson will review the 
questions Mr. Walsh wants to put 
to the Israelis. 

Meanwhile, an ABC Televi- 
si on- Washington Post poll con- 
ducted Sunday through Wednes- 
day of this week found that a 
majority of Americans still don’t 
believe President Ronald Reagan 
has generally told the truth about 
the Iran-contra affair, though 
more now believe him than in 
recent weeks. 

According to the poll, 52 per 
cent think Mr. Reagan has not 
told the truth compared with 44 
per cent who think he has told the 
truth. The doubters were down 
from 60 per cent on July 21 and 
69 per cent as recently as June 1. 

Most widely believed among 
the recent major witnesses was 
fired White House aide Lt. Col. 


Oliver North, with 71 per cent 
believing he told the truth com- 
-'j-ed with 24 per cent who think 
he lied. 

Least believed was Col. 
North’s boss, former National 
Security Adviser John Poindex- 
ter, who generally supported Col. 
North’s version of events. Just 41 
per cent believed Adm. Poindex- 
ter, while 47 per cent didn’t 

The poll’s sponsors said they 
interviewed 1,205 adults by tele- 
phone to obtain results with a 
potential sampling error of plus 
or minus 3 .5 percentage points. 

Since Defence Secretary Cas- 
par Weinberger completed bis 
testimony Monday and commit- 
tee leadens summed up the hear- 
ings in dosing statements, the 
panels have been behind closed 
doors interviewing George, CIA 
Central . American Task Force 
chief Alan Fiers and CIA coun- 
terterrorism head Duane Gar- 
ridge. 

Transcripts of those sessions 
are to be made public next week. 
• after classified information is ex- 
purgated from the texts by the 
White House. 

Mr. Hamilton said the testi- 
mony from Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) officials bad not 
clarified the role of former agen- 
cy Director William Casey in the 
affair. 

Mr. Hamilton said if he had 
been asked last November or 
December, “I would have 
answered that it probably was not 
a central role. Today my sense is 
that it very much was a central 
role.” 


Israeli poll shows drop in Likud popularity 


TEL AVTV (AP) — A public 
opinion survey published Friday 
showed support for Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir’s right-wing 
Likud Bloc has decreased more 
than six per cent since the 1984 
national elections. 

The poll by the Israeli Pori 
Institute, which appeared in the 
Ha’aretz daily, also showed a 2.8 
per cent increase in popularity for 
the left-leaning Labour Party of 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres. 

The latest survey was seen as a 
possible boost to Labour's recent 
efforts to seek holding elections' 
'earlier than November 1988, as 
scheduled, because of a cabinet 


split over a proposed internation- 
al Middle East peace conference. 

Labour and Likud formed a 
joint governing coalition three 
years ago because of an election 
stalemate. 

The newspaper said the polls- 


not give a margin of error. 

According to the poll, only 
25.8 per cent of respondents said 
they would vote Likud, or 6.1 per 
cent less than the 31.9 per cent 
won by the bloc in the last elec- 
tions. 

Labour scored 39.9 per cent 
support as compared to 37.1 per 


cent in 1984, the newspaper said. 

The newspaper said 7.8 per 
cent of respondents chose other 
left-wing parties, an increase of 
2.7 per cent from the last elec- 
tions. It also showed a 4.5 per 
cent increase in support for small 
right-wing parties. 

Another 9.3 per cent of voters 
said they supported Israel's four 
minority religious parties, while - 
4.4 cited tiny splinter parties, the 
newspaper said. 

About three per cent of those 
interviewed refused to say for 
whom they would vote, the news- 
paper added. 


Fire threatens British base in Cyprus 


EPISKOPI, Cyprus (R) — Brit- 
ish officials and Cypriot police 
Friday investigated a bush fire 
■which threatened homes at the 
-British military base at Episkopi 
Thursday night 

Security sources said they did 
not suspect arson as the cause of 
the fixe, which resulted in slight 
property damage and sent four 
people to hospital suffering from 
smoke inhalation. 

Two hundred British troops 
and Cypriot firefighters took two 
hours to put out the blaze. Wes- 


sex helicopters dumped sea water 
on die flames. 

- “The Maze came right up to my 
garden gate,” base spokesman 
Johnny Rogers said. 

He denied press reports that a 
stolen car found abandoned near 
the fire had been loaded with 
explosives. 

“We treated it with suspicion 
but found nothing in it,” he said, 
adding that a small controlled 
explosion was used to gain access 
to the car. 

Britain maintains 256 square 


kilometres of sovereign territory 
on Cyprus, established by treaty 
at the island's independence in 
1960. 

About 10,000 British service- 
men. civilians and dependants 
live at the three bases of Episko- 
pi, Dhekelia and Akrotiri. 

In April, gunmen wounded a 
British army corporal and a teen- 
age girl as they travelled between 
two of the bases. The wives of 
two servicemen were wounded a 
year ago when guerrillas attacked 
Akrotiri with mortars' 


Kurdish rebels kill 2 Turkish soldiers 


DIYARBAKIR, Turkey (R) — 
Kurdish rebels killed two soldiers 
Friday when they attacked a pris- 
on at Hozat in the eastern pro- 
vince of Tunceli, the regional 
governor’s office said. 

Troops launched a big search 
operation for the attackers. 


A statement from the gov- 
ernor’s office said three villagers 
were abducted by rebels near 
Cukurca in the south eastern pro- 
vince of Hakkari on Wednesday. 

Such attacks are usually attri- 
buted to the Workers Party of 
Kurdistan (PKK), a rebel group 


seeking autonomy for Turkey’s 
estimated eight million Kurds. 

Kurdish exiles have occupied 
West German offices in several 
European countries in recent 
days, protesting at raids on Kur- 
dish organisations by the Bonn 
authorities. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER I USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at tbe Oueen Aha International 
Airport Tel. (08) 532005. where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

0fc45 Singapore, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

10:15 Cairo (RJ) 

1030 1 Damascus (RJ) 

1030 Karachi, Dubai l RJ) 

IBM Sana’a, Jeddah (RJ) 

10s4S .. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

1030 Dhahran (RJ) 

J035 Sharjah. Bahrain (RJ) 

11:00 Aqaba (RJ) 

1730 Cairo (RJ) 

1835 New York. Vienna (RJ) 

1&40 Athens (RJ) 

18s4S Moscow iRJi 

lfcOS .... Copenhagen, Frankfurt (RJ) 

19:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

ZMf Tripoli (RJ) 

0035 Baghdad (RJ) 


2030 Abu Dhabi. Dubai \ 

2835 - Kuwait 


20*0 

20^5 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21.-00 


21:15 


85:08 

Madrid (add) (Rj) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

0EfeJ5 

•6:20 

07:00 

... Istanbul, Belgrade (JU) 

13:00 

1445 

Baghdad (ttH 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

0230 .......... Belgrade. Istanbul (JU 

0830 Jeddah (SV) 

12*0 Baghdad (I A 

13:20 .... Cairo (MS 

1330 Sharjah. Bahrain (GF 

1435 Kuwait (KU 

15:45 — Tripoli (LN 

KelO Riyadh (SV) 

1830 Paris. Damascus (AF 

19:15 Kuwait (KU i 

1935 Beirut (ME 

28:10 .. Rome (AZ 

0035 Frankfort (LH 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

0430 Dhahran (RJ) 

B&45 Aqaba RJ) 

OfcOO Moscow RJ) 

11*5 TripoS RJ) 

1230 - Vienna, New York (RJ 

-U40 Rome, Madrid RJ) 

1230 .. Athens {RJ) 

1235 Geneva, Fans RJ) 

1330 London (RJ) 

13:15 Frankfurt, Brussels SJ} 

1*45 Istanbul RJ) 

16*0 .....Jeddah (add.) (RJ) 


14:45 Doha, Sharjah (GF) 

1535 Kuwait (KU) 

16:45 Kuwait (LN) 

17:40 Riyadh (SV) 

2030 Kuwait (KU) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 
Monday rates 

Local scU/buy rates in Ob 

Belgian franc 89.1/ 903 

Dutch guilder 164.4/ 165.6 

French franc 55.5 1 55.9 

Itafiantira 25 5/ 2 53 

Japanese yen (for 100) 228.1/ 230.8 

Swcdishcrown 53.1/ 53.6 

Swiss franc 222.6/ 225 

U.K. sterling pound 546.5/ 552.2 

U-S.do&ar 343.7/ 3463 

W. German mart: 184 21 186.1 


WEATHER 


Bulletin suppbed by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Xt will remain hot, even though there 
will be slight drop in temperature. 
Light and variable winds will become 
northwesterly mode rale. In Aqaba, h 
will be hot. with northerly moderate 
winds and calm sea. 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman eovemotate 891228 

Amman Civil Defence I9S, 199 

Ovil Defence Irbid .... 271293. 273131 

Civil Defence Quweisineb 770733 

Civil Defence Deir Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193. 775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

Ristaid 630341 

Blood Barth 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622 090-3 

Police rescue 192. 621 111. 637777 

Police headquarters 63914] 

Traffic police 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4.624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport (08)53330/60 


HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kbalidi Maternity, J. Amu ... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 6*2362 

Ma&as. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmefeani 6M171/4’ 

Shmdsafli Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845/65 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdoli 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

I tab an. Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Afia Hospital 602240150 

Amal Hospital 674155 


GENERAL 


Jordan Television 773111/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints 6664 12 

Price complaints 661 176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle Hast calls 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Repair service 11 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mousa Bashir 615487 

Dr. Josef Imscih 770560 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Shawkaj pharmacy 677166 

Al Mujamma’a pharmacy 673367 

Dalia pharmacy .'. 771547 

TAXIS: 

RaiidKiw taxi 637340 

Nahdataxi 663030 

un 668761 

650406 

673660 

gassem taxi 671620 

790358 

OadBMhiajri 637349 

XRBQh 

Dr. Abdul Majuid AJ Sabahccn 

. . 275393 

motnam pharmacy 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir AI Lawzi 98960] 

Al Salam pharmacy ( ) 


MARKET PRICES 


MuL/maz. temp. 

Amman 20/37 

Aqaba 29/41 

Deserts 26/42 

Jordan Valky 27/ 40 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 42, Aoabfl 42. Humidity readings: 
Amman 14 per cent, Aqaba 20 per 


Amman 

amt. 


Uppetriower price in 6b per kg. 

Banana 320/280 

Banarw (Mukammar) 270 / 220 

Bams 180/140 

Cabbage 100/70 

9™ 250 / 200 

Cauliflower 180/140 

Cucumbers 190 / J40 

Eggplant flarge) 70/ 40 

Eggplant (small) - 100/ 70 

garlic 800 / 700 

Grapes. 250/200 

Uxnon (yellow) 600 / 500 

Mallow 50/ 30 


J*™-; - 170/ 120 

Onion (dry) 130 / 90 

Orange - 280/240 

S 1 ”- 320/260 

Peaches... 850/ 750 

Pepper (hot) 160/100 

Pppperfaweet) 160/100 

600 / 500 

R* 1 * 11 120/ 90 

Squash-- 250 / 200 

Sweetmelon - 110/ 80 

Tomatoes 90 / w 

Watermelon ?o / 70 







His Majesty King Hussein prays at the University of 
Jordan Mosque during Eid AJ Adha. Accompany- 
ing ffK King are {from right to left) Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai. Dr. Ahmad Hiiayyel, director of the 




Pleaching and guidance department at the Ministry 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, and Their Royal 
High nes ses Princes Abdullah and Faisal (Petra 
photo). 


Back to work after Eid AI Adha holiday 

King joins worshippers at University of Jordan Mosque for religious services 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan returns to work today 
following a four-day holiday to mark Eid Ai Adha 
(Feast of Sacrifice) which followed the annual holy 
pilgrimage to Mecca and other Islamic shrines in 


Saudi Arabia. 

Eid AI Adha fell Tuesday, 
Aug. 4, and was celebrated by 
religious ceremonies in mosques 
around the Kingdom. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
joined worshippers at dawn Tues- 
day at the University of Jordan 
Mosque and beard a sermon by 
Sheikh Mohammad Shaqra. The 
sermon was devoted to the mean- 
' ing of pilgrimage and the need for 
Muslims to mobilise their re- 
sources and efforts to confront 
threats to Islam and to end differ- 


ences in the Islamic world. 
Sheikh Shaqra also condemned 
the bloody riots in Mecca caused 
by Iranian pilgrims and subver- 
sive elements, resulting in the 
death of more than 400. people. 

Attending the prayers with die 
King were his sons. Their Royal 
Highnesses Princes Abdullah and 
Faisal, as well as Their Royal 
Highnesses Princes Taial and 
Ghazi, sons of His Royal High- 
ness Prince Mohammad, and 
other members of the royal 


famil y. 

Among the worshippers were 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, 
Speakers of the Upper and Lower 
Houses of Parliament Alimad AI 
Lawzi and Akef AI Fayez, Chief 
of the Royal Court Marwan A! 
Qasera, Court Minister Adnan 
Abu Odeh, Armed Forces Com- 
mander-in -Chief Field Marshal 
Zaid Ibn Shaker, Cabinet mem- 
bers, Amman Mayor Abdul 
Raouf AI Rawabdeh, Chief Isla- 
mic Justice Sheikh Mohammad 
Mheilan, Amman Governor 
Mohammad Aii AI Amin, and 
senior officials and high ranking 
army officers. 

After the prayers. King Hus- 
sein met with worshippers who 
expressed their good wishes on 
the occasion. 


King Hussein later visited the 
tombs of his grandfather. His 
Majesty King Abdullah, founder 
of the Kingdom and his father. 
His Majesty King Talal, where he 
recited verses of the Holy Koran 
and laid wreaths. The tombs were 
also visited on the occasion by 
Prince Mohammad, and Princes 
Abdullah. Faisal. Talal and Gha- 
zi as well as Field Marshal Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker. 

King Hussein met with senior 
officers of the Armed Forces, the 
public security, civil defence and 
intelligence departments at a re- 
ception held at the AI Hussein 
Youth City. They expressed their 

f ood wishes to the King on the 
iid AI Adha. Also expressing 
their good wishes to the King 
were the commander and senior 


officers of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Army stationed in Jordan. 

Present with the King at the 
reception was Sharif Zaid, Army 
Chief-of-Staff Lt.-Gen. Fathi 
Abu Taleb, and the directors of 
the public security, civil defence, 
intelligence departments, the 
Royal Medical Services and the 
commander of the Royal Jorda- 
nian Air Force. 

On the occasion of Eid AI 
Adha, King Hussein received 
goodwill messages horn kings and 
heads of state of Arab and friend- 
ly nations. Cables of good wishes 
also came from senior govern- 
ment officials, prominent public 
figures, heads of public and pri- 
vate organisations, trade unions 
and members of the public. 


Iranian mobs started 
riots, say pilgrims 


By Leila Deeb 

Reuters 

AMMAN — - Pilgrims returning 
from Saudi Arabia said Iranian 
demonstrators stoned, slabbed 
and beat Saudi police and other 
pilgrims outside Mecca's Grand 
Mosque last week. 

“Tne demonstration was the 
work of a mob — not for Islam or 
any other religion. Its aims were 
political,” former soldier Ahmed 
Mohammed AI Houqan said Fri- 
day on his return to Amman. 

■ In Cairo, where the first of 

80.000 Egyptian pilgrims also re- 
turned Friday. Rashad AJ Qweis- 
ni said the Iranians wanted to 
show Saudi Arabia was unable to 
protect Islam's holy places. 

■*The Iranians spat and urin- 
ated inside the Muslims' holiest 
shrine.” said an Egyptian 
woman. Intsar Mohammed Saad, 
who made the pilgrimage with 
her husband. 

All questioned by Reuters at 
Cairo Airport said there had been 
no shooting, but Lebanese pil- 
grims returning to Beirut said 
police fired automatic weapons 
into the air to try and disperse the 
demonstrators. ’ 

“I saw Saudi police shoot auto- 
matic rifles in the air, but not at 
the Iranians,” Kamel, a 40-year- 
old Sunni Muslim, told Reuters. 

A Lebanese Shs’ite woman, 
who asked not to be identified, 
said Iranian demonstrators used 
knives, stones and shards of 
broken glass in their clash with 
Saudi police. 

“Fist-fights broke out between 
Iranian pilgrims and pilgrims 
from other countries in the 
streets.” she said. “Soon the de- 
monstrators used knives, stones 
and glass." 

“Saudi police intervened, using 
sticks (batons). Many pilgrims 
were stampeded when people be- 
came frightened and started to 
panic, running in all directions.” 
she added. 

Some pilgrims in Cairo said 
there had been limited skirmishes 
in Mecca Thursday between Ira- 
nian piigrims and Saudi security 
men. but no one was hurt. 

One doctor from the West 
Bank town of Nahlus told Reu- 
ters in Amman he hid heard the 
sound of gunfire last Friday but 
most of the dozen witnesses ques- 
tioned at Queen Alia Airport said 
there had been no shooting. 

A Kuwaiti pilgrim, Saleh 
Ahmed. 34. said he thought he 
had seen two bodies with gunshot 
wounds. 


Saudi Arabia said 402 people, 
including 27S Iranians, were kil- 
led in the violence on July 31. 
Iran said 600 Iranians were killed 
or are missing. 

The Nablus doctor said he saw 
Iranians stab two Jordanians next 
to him. “They mistook the pil- 
grims for Saudis because they 
were wearing (Saudi-styie) head- 
dresses.’* 

“Then I was hit on the head by 
a stone and bit my tongue," said 
the doctor, showing his blue and 
swollen tongue. 

Other pilgrims said tens of 
thousands of Iranians had taken 
part in what started as a peaceful 
march, carrying portraits of Iran's 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ruhol- 
lah Khomeini ana his designated 
successor Ayatollah Hossein Ali 
Montazeri. 

“They had banners saying 
'Down With America' and ‘Down 
With Israel',” said a middle-aged 
man who watched the march 
from the windows of a residence 
allocated to pilgrims. 

Hamdallah Yousef Hiyari, 41. 
from Amman, said the violence 
began when Saudi police tried to 
disperse the demonstrators. 

“They began attacking the 
police and by God we ran away." 

Several pilgrims said streets 
near the Grand Mosque were 
littered, with ■ blood-stained 
bodies, bumt-ont cars and rocks 
after the dashes.' • ■ .. 

“I saw about 60 corpses lying 
on the street leading to the Grand 
Mosque.” said Hussein, 27, from 
Amman. “I saw blood, women, 
children ... maybe there was 
shooting, but it was far away.” 

In Cairo, Ismail Mohammed 
Refaat. an Egyptian doctor work- 
ing in Kuwait, said: “I did not 
hear any shooting. There were 
only water cannons to disperse 
the demonstrators. " 

One Jordanian pilgrim said he 
was inside the Grand Mosque 
when fighting began. “They 
dosed the main doors and kept us 
inside. Nobody got inside the 
mosque. There was no shoot- 
ing.” 

Another man said officials in 
charge of the 20.000 Jordanians 
on this year's pilgrimage had 
warned them the previous day 
that there might be trouble. 

“The night before we beard 
talk that riots were expected so 
we stayed indoors.” said the head 
of one family. 

Former soldier Houqan said 
the Iranians had distributed leaf- 
lets in the Grand Mosque calling 
for the ousting of corrupt Islamic 
governments. 


Pilgrim convoys due today 
after violent haj season 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The first con- 
voys of Jordanian pilgrims are 
expected back in Jordan today 
after taking part in this year’s 
animal pilgrimage to Mecca. The 
puermxs also visited the holy city 
of Medina where they visited the 
ton* and the mosque of the 
Prophet Mohammad. 

Thu pilgrims were reported to 
Hie Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
to .have lei: Mecca Thursday 
heath qg for Medina on their way 
home. 

.A spokesman for the Jordanian 

rocrficsl mission accompanying 

ihe pilgrims reported dud the 
pilgrims were generally in good 
teaUh. 

Petra said thal nearly 20 .000 
pilgrims from the East and West 
iMjiks Jordan, areas occupied 
by israd since 1V4S, and the Gaza 
Stnp performed this year’s pil- 
grimage to Mecca. 

Earlier, the agency reposted 
the dt-ith of one* person . Bader 
Zaafour, from the Nazareth re- 
gum in occupied Palestine as a 
result of the rioting in Mecca, 
triggered bv Iranian demonstra- 
tions. Two ether pilgrims, Latifo 
■Jamil Abu Own from Gaza Stnp, 
and Assad Fazouh from Qalqilia. 
efied of hwrt failures after suffer- 
ing from respiratory problems. 
Teeir deaths were unrelated to 


the riots. 

The Ministry' of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs whir* supervised 
the Jordanian pilgrims’s trip from 
beginning to end earlier reported 
the death of four other pilgrims, 
one in a road accident and three 
others of natural causes. 

Saudis deliver lamb 

Saudi Arabia is sending sacrifi- 
cial meat to Islamic countries to 
distribute to refugees following 
the slaughter of nearly two mil- 
lion lambs near Mecca Tuesday 
as part of the annual Muslim 
pilgrimage. 

The official Saudi Press Agen- 
cv (SPA) said trucks carrying 

6.000 lamb carcasses left for Jor- 
dan for distribution among 
Palestinian refugees. 

So far 52 trucks carrying j 1,200 
carcasses have gone to Jordan, 
SPA said. A special plane left for 
Peshawar, Pakistan, to deliver 
2.800 carcasses for Afghan re- 
fugees, it added. 

Each pilgrim is required to 
sacrifice a lamb for Eid AI Adha 
(Feast of Sacrifice). In the past, 
the meat often went to waste but 
Saudi authorities and the Jeddah- 
based Islami c Development Bank 
now organise deliveries to re- 
fugees. 


Crown Prince ends European visit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Their Royal 
Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan 
and Princess Sarvatfi returned to 
Amman Thursday evening fol- 
lowing visits to Switzerland and- 
France. 

While in Geneva, Prince Has- 
san delivered an address to the 
seventh session of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD). 
In his address, the Crown Prince 
made two new proposals; the first 
calls for the formation of an 


independent and impartial group 
to reassess the performance of 
the international economic sys- 
tem, and the second urges the 
establishment of an international 
technology transfer facility which 
could help the development of 
the Third World. 

Prince Hassan also outlined 
Jordan's economic development 
in his address which drew favour- 
able responses and support from 
the participating nations. 

Upon their return. Prince Has- 


san and Princess Sarvath were 
greeted by the Chief of the Royal 
Court Marwan AI Qasem, Depu- 
ty Prime Minister Abdul Wahhab 
AJ MajaJi, Armed Forces Com- 
mander-in -Chief Field Marshal 
Zaid Ibn Shaker, Amman Mayor 
Abdul Ra'ouf AJ Rawabdeh and 
Chief Islamic Justice Mohammad 
Mheilan, and other senior offi- 
cials. Alsq present to greet the 
Prince and Princess were the 
ambassadors of France and 
Switzerland to Jordan. 


14 killed, 144 injured over Eid break 


By Ahmad Kmsban 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Fourteen people 
were killed and 144 others in- 
jured in different accidents in the 
Kingdom during the Eid AI 
Adha holiday, according to reports 
obtained Friday from the public 
security and civil defence depart- 
ments and hospitals. 

The casualties resulted from 74 
car accidents. 24 fires and 12 
cases of poisoning. 

A Public Security Department 
(PSD ) spokesman said that five 
people died and 52 were injured 
in 69 car accidents in the Amman 
area. A report compiled by AI 
Bashir Hospital in Amman said 
that the emergency section in the 
hospital handled 920 cases out of 
which 86 involved cases of people 
faUing,"25with'buras; ^) from car 
■accidents; 12 - Wirh^ gunshot 
wounds. 32 cases of ' diarrhoea 

and dehydration*,'* 12* poisoned 

and 12 people injured in stabbing 
incidents. 

The Civil Defence Department 
reported 9 people dead and 92 
injured in 24 house fires and 27 


car accidents all over the. 
Kingdom. 

In Deir Alla, Husni Amra, 45, 
was taken to Salt Hospital after 
being poisoned from inhaling 
chlorine gas in the area. In 
Quweismeh, Fayrouz Ja’bari was 
reported to have died from a 
heart attack before reaching the 
University Hospital. 

Majdi, Malkawi, 23, was killed 
after being hit by a bus driven by 
Tayei Ali in the Amman area. 

Zabra Salameh, 19, died from 
burns after a fire in their Amman 
home. Police said arson was sus- 
pected and that investigations 
were under way. 

In Zarqa, Hussein Ahmad 
Muheisen was killed when his 
private car overturned along the 
Hashimieh road. 

In Ghor AI Mazra'a,..two 
.. people identified.. as Ayed,, and 
% Atallah Ja'arat. were admitted to 
»; Karak Hospital suffering from 
wounds and bruises which they 
sustained as a result of a quarrel. 
A child identified as Mohammad 
Ja’arat was admitted to the 
Potash Company's clinic suffering 


from a wound in his bead. 

In Ma'an, three people identi- 
fied as Mohimmad Ibrahim, Sab- 
ri Juma’a Hassan and Shawqi 
Ramadan' have been admitted to 
Ma'an hospital after their car 
overturned. 

Two women identified only as 
Z. Th. M, 32, and N.M.A., 1.7 
attempted suicide bv taking large 
quantity of tablets. They were 
rushed to Bashir Hospital where 
they were treated and are now in 
good condition. 

In Hashimi Street in down- 
town. a man identified as 
Mohammad Yassin Mohammad 
AI Zaghal. 40, has stabbed 
Mohammad 'Moussa Issa, 42, in 
his back as a result of a dispute 
between them. 

In Marka, an 11-year-old boy, 
Nayef Abdullah AI Da’aja, was 
shot dead when another 11-year- 
.Qld bpy,. .beJongingj. to the 
Da’aja family, Ahmed Shaker 
Da’aja, used a machine gun and 
shot him in the house of the 
victim’s aunt in north Marka. The 
boy admitted to the crime and 
surrendered to the police, who 
also impounded the machine gun. 


People flood downtown streets 



Downtown Amman brims with people shopping for except, perhaps, the lamb in the photograph below 
the Eid AI Adha (Feast of Sacrffice) holiday. (Photos by Yousef AI ‘Allan) 

Everyone seems to be enjoying themselves — 




Her Majesty Queen Noor and Chief Chamberlain Games for the Mentally Handicapped at Notre 
Prince Ra’d Dm Zaid with Jordan's delegation to Dame University in In diana (Petra photo), 
the 7th International Summer Special Olympic 


Queen returns from Special Olympics 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 7th Inter- 
national Summer Special Olym- 
pic Games for the Mentally 
Handicapped finishes competi- 
tions today at Notre Dame Uni- 
versity in South Bend, Indiana, 
according to a press release from 
.the Office of Her Majesty the 
iQueen; 

Her Majesty Queen Noor^who 
attended the opening cere- 
monies. returned from the Un- 
ited States Thursday. 

Founded by Mrs. Eunice Ken- 
nedy Shriver in 1968, the Special 
Olympics is the world’s largest 
programme — involving more 
than one million athletes and 

500.000 volunteers from 70 na- 
tions — of year-round sports 
training and competition in the 
Olympic tradition which gives 
mentally retarded children and 
adults tiie chance to strengthen 
their character, develop their 
physical skills, display their ta- 
lents and fulfil their human 
potential. 

The 1987 International Sum- 
mer Special Olympic Games 
mark the first time that Jordan 
has been represented, according 
to the press release. The team 
consisted of nine athletes and 
three trainers. 

On Sunday, Aug. 2. Oneen 
Noor, accompanied by His 
Highness Prince Ra’d Ibn Zaid. 
led the Jordanian team into Notre 
Dame University's stadium for 
the opening ceremony. 

Six thousand athletes, repre- 
senting 65 countries,’ participated 


in the evening ceremonies which 
included a parade of the athletes, 
performances by stars Whitney 
Houston, John Denver and 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, Oscar 
winners William Hurt and Marlee 
Matlin, and gold medal Olympic; 
athletes Mary Lou Retton.and 
Bart Connor, the lighting erf- the 
Olympic torch and a grand finale 
of fireworks. 

The ceremonies were attended 
by two heads of state, the first 
ladies of ten countries. U.S. 
Senator Edward Kennedy, the 
governor of Indiana, the mayor 
of South Bend, international 
celebrities and over 60,000 spec- 
tators. 

Earlier in the day. Her Majesty 
visited the Jordanian athletes at 
the athletic fields to encourage 
the team during their warm-up 
and training session and to pre- 
sent them with gifts. 

On Monday, Aug. 3, Queen 
Noor and Prince Ra’d cheered 
the Jordanian team during their 
track and field competition. Dur- 
ing this first day of competition, 
the Special Olympics hosts hon- 
oured Her Majesty at a ceremony 
.in which she presented the Gist 
gold medal to the winner of the 
gymnastics events. 

While in South Bend, Queen 
Noor also visited the Expo Cen- 
tre's special art exhibition by 
handicapped artists, received the 
key to the city of South Bend 
from the mayor, and attended a 
luncheon honouring the families 
of the athletes. 


On Friday, July 31, U.S. 
Secretary of State and Mrs. 
George Shultz hosted a dinner in 
honour of the Special Olympics. 
Mr. Shultz received Her Majesty 
at the U.S. State Department and 
escorted her to the dinner. In- 
vitees included Her Majesty, two 
heads of state and first ladies 
from ten countries whose teams 
were represented at the games 
and the Special Olympics board 
of directors. 

The 1987 International Sum- 
mer Special Olympic Games is 
supported by the U.S. govern- 
ment, private institutions 'and 
corporations from around the 
world and over 16,000 volun- 
teers. 

Official competitions .include 
aquatics, track and field, basket- 
ball. bowling, gymnastics, soccer, 
softball and volleyball. Special 
exhibitions and demonstration 
sports in road cycling, equestrian 
events, roller skating, tennis, 
table tennis, weightlifting, 
canoeing, team handball, rowing, 
sailing and synchronised swim- 
ming were also held. 

ABC-TV’s two hour prime 
time coverage of the Special 
Olympics Games marks the first 
time that the mentally handicap- 
ped have received special media 
attention and recognition for 
their unique courage, their hid- 
den talents, and their unending 
determination to excel in a world 
that is only just recognising their 
strengths, abilities ana needs, the 
press release said. 


U.S. delays escorts in Gulf; Iran ends exercises 


(Continued from page 1) 


Iran, whose naval forces slag- 
ged their last day of naval man-, 
oeuvres code-named “Martyr- 
dom,” renewed its threats against 
the United States. 

“Once, long ago, we were not 
able to sleep because of the fear 
of America. But now America 
cannot sleep because of the fear 
of our basij (volunteers)," Chief 
Justice Musavi Ardebili said in a 
Tehran Radio broadcast. 

In Bonn, a West German De- 
fence Ministry spokesman said 
his government might send a nav- 
al detachment to the North 
Atlantic or Mediterranean to free 
U.S. ships for duty in the Gulf. 

Iranian forces rammed the ex- 
plosives-laden boat into a 
"hypothetical enemy target” at 
an undisclosed location in the 
Gulf, said the official Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA). 

The agency also said the test- 3 
firing of an anti-ship missile was 
personally ordered by President 
Ali Khamenei during a visit to the 
port of Bandar Abbas, on the 
Strait of Hormuz. 

Tehran Radio said hundreds of 
Islamic Revolutionary Guards 
Corps (IRGC) fast patrol boats 
and naval vessels passed in re- 
view, accompanied by the first 
reported fly-past and manoeu- 
vres by the IRGC air force. 

Tehran Radio said IRGC 


forces test-fired a shore-to-ship 
missile Thursday. They also prac- 
tised attacks on shipping with 
remote-controlled pilotless air- 
craft and patrol boats packed 
with explosives. 

As the IRGC navy passed by’ 
President Khamenei and other 
leaders in the reviewing ship, 
fighters shouted “the Persian 
Gulf is the burial place of 
Reagan” and "war, war to vic- 
tory.” 

All foreign ships and planes 
were warned to stay away from 
the areas of operation until 2030 
GMT because missiles and shells 
were being fired. 

The missiles involved in the 
latest Iranian exercises were not 
described, but Iran is known to 
have placed Chinese-made Silk- 
worm anti-ship missile batteries 
along the strait. The missiles' 
80-kilometre range could reach 
virtually any target in the Hor- 
muz passage. 

The three Kuwaiti vessels, the 
46,723-tonne Gas King, the 
81 ,283-tonne Sea Isle City and 
the 79,999-tonne Ocean City, are 
riding at anchor just outside the 
strait. 

Two were reflagged earlier and 
escorted through the Gulf, where 
one of them struck a mine and is 
still waiting clearance to return. 
The other was escorted out of the 
Gulf and is en route to Japan. 

Shipping sources, asking not to 


be named, said the three tankers 
moored in the Arabian Sea, some 
27 kilometres off the United 
Arab Emirates ports of Khor 
Fakkan and Fujeirah, were reple- 
nished overnight and then moved 
to a "more isolated” location. 
They said American captains 
were already aboard. 

Witnesses who saw the convoy- 
in-waiting on Friday counted four 
U.S. warships nearby — the 
cruiser Valley Forge, the missile 
destroyer Kidd and the missile 
frigates Crommelin and Jarrett, 
AP said. 

The Iranian manoeuvres had 
led to a temporary reduction. in 
traffic into the Gulf, but shipping 
sources said it had returned to 
normal levels. 

Iran said its navy intercepted 
and searched 13 foreign commer- 
cial ships in the Strait of Hormuz 
on Thursday then let them go 
after determining they carried no 
Iraq-bound war material. As 
usual, the interceptions weren’t 
announced until a day later. 

With no incidents reported 
during the Iranian exercises and 
shipping trade plying normally, 
tensions in the Gulf had already 
appeared to have eased before 
the Washington announcement of 
the delay in escort operations. 

Mr. Shultz sounded an optimis- 
tic note in the face of growing 
congressional alarm at the pros- 
pect of war with Iran on Thursday, 
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THE peace plan nov being implemented in Sri Lanka has all the 
markings of a miracle when seen against the background of the nature 
and course of today's national and international conflicts around the 
world. The Sri Lank an -Indian peace agreement, which promises to 
end four years of violence and bloody battles that claimed over 6,000 
lives, proved one point very strongly: dialogue is still a powerful 
instrument, mightier than a thousand tanks, if the parties in a conflict 
are willing. 

The confrontation between the Sinhalese-dominated government in 
Colombo and the Tamil minority in the north had shown all the signs 
of being a biller and prolonged conflict. At times, the conflict 
threatened to bring about the ridiculous possibility of a war between 
India, an Asian superpower, and its tiny southern neighbour. 
Tempers were hot and nerves were taut and it appeared at one stage 
that the damage was irreparable. But then, as it is evident now, 
common sense prevailed. 

Short of fulfilling the Tamil demand for a separate independent 
slate, the Colombo peace accord appears to have satisfied all the three 
parties — Sri Lanka, the Tamil rebel leaders and India. For Sri 
Lanka, it represents several things; a last-minute switch from totally 
alienating its Tamil population if it was to pursue a military solution; 
the restoration of its territorial integrity and national unity; and an 
end to a problem which has been plaguing Sri Lankan governments 
for several decades. 

For the Tamils, who have accused Colombo of discriminatory 
policies against them, the peace accord answers most of their 
demands, mainly more autonomous power through a unified provin- 
cial government and the acceptance of Tamil as an official language. 
In addition, the presence of Indian soldiers as guarantors of safety mid 
security in the Tamil heartland ensures for the island's minority 
protection in the event of a change of mind in Colombo after the rebels 
have surrendered their arms. 

India, with one master stroke, managed several things; it convinced 
the Tamil rebels to shelve the idea of setting up an independent state in 
Sri Lanka; it defused threats posed to its internal security by the 
presence of armed Tamil guerrillas on Indian soil; and it paved the 
way for a comprehensive solution to a problem with which it has been 
grappling for many years. Above all. New Delhi managed to restore its 
image as a peace-seeker which was damaged badly when its air force 
violated Sri Lankan air space to drop relief supplies to besieged Tamils 
in June. 

More pertinent to us here in the Arab World, Indian leader Rajiv 
Gandhi said that the accord showed that the Non-Aligned Movement 
does not need intervention from world powers to settle its differences. 
There are voices of dissent within the Sri Lankan Sinhalese commun- 
ity against the peace plan, but a cursory look at them shows that they 
are mostly coming from the political opposition to the government. We 
heartily welcome the peace plan and the overnight transformation of 
the Sri Lankan scene towards peace and hope that all parties to the 
agreement live up to their commitments. 

ARABIC PRESS EPHTORIALS 

Al Rai: Greetings to our kinsmen 

JORDAN, along wich the Islamic World, on Tuesday celebrated ‘Eid 
Al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) and the people of this country 
exchanged messages of goodwill and best wishes for a true happiness 
and a better future. These nice greetings exchanged during the holy 
occasion help us to forget for some time the painful situation of the 
Arab World, and yet with these greetings express hope that one day 
this Arab Nation will rise once again and maintain its greatness 
among world nations. Our greetings" during ‘Eid Al Adha reflect our 
determination not to succumb to despair and our persistence in 
rejecting defeat and capitulation. These greetings express our 
adherence to our national pride and our determination to regain 
Arab Jerusalem which now lies captive in the hands of the Israelis, 
and to regain all parts of the occupied Arab territory and all the holy 
places under Israeli rule. The greetings among people serve as 
evidence that this nation is still confident of success despite the 
present sadness, grief and defeat. But the best greetings go to the 
occupied cities of Jerusalem and Hebron and alf other parts of the 
Palestinian land occupied by the Israelis and desecrated by the 
enemy. The greetings go to the Arab people under Israeli rule with 
whom we share hope and steadfastness. 

Al Dustour: Painful reminders 

AS the Arab and Islamic nations celebrate “Eid Al Adha. the Arab 
and Islamic lands continue to face one danger after another, and the 
situation within the Islamic World is far from being satisfying. 
Perhaps the present situation represents one of the darkest periods of 
Islamic history. It is hard and painful to witness the coming of ‘Eid Al 
Adha while the Arab and Islamic nations are separated by divisions 
and disputes and are characterised by weakness. The bloody rioting 
in Mecca, the ongoing Gulf conflict and the continued divisions tend 
to keep the Arabs and Muslims as deeply divided as ever. The fast 
moving developments in the Gulf region and the dangers looming in 
the offing there call for speedy action to avert further tragedies and 
disasters for the Arab Islamic nations. As we celebrate ‘Eid Al Adha 
-feast* the Al Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem and the rest of the 
Palestinian land lie in the hands of the Israeli enemy. For 20 whole 
years the Arabs and Muslims have been squabbling "over their petty 
differences, forgetting their duty towards the holy places in the 
occupied territory- We sincerely hope that the Arabs will wake up 
from their slumber and forego their internal disputes and concentrate 
their efforts to end the conflicts in the Gulf and Lebanon and work 
sincerely to regain their usurped lands. 

Sawt Al Sbaab: Unity beyond holy places 

HUNDREDS of thousands of Muslim pilgrims stood at Mount 
Arafat near Mecca just before “Eid Al Adha sending their prayers up 
to heaven and to God. These worshippers have deep faith in God and 
adhere to Islam and to the Prophet Mohammad. The gathering at 
Arafat is a true manifestation of unity among the believers and the 
faithful, and it is a sort of unity among all Arabs and Muslims. This 
form of unity and solidarity in religion and in faith should take form 
outside the boundaries of the holy places and should embody all the 
Arab and Islamic nations. We want to see Arab and Islamic countries 
coming together in harmony with no divisions or disputes separating 
them or different ideologies rendering them apart. This has always 
been the message of Islam and Mecca and the pilgrimage in the holy 
city until Islam became plagued by the present regime in Tehran 
which came to distort religion and brought danger to the Muslim 
Nation. The Iranian leaders seek to fulfil their own selfish interests 
which they give priority over the common interests of the Islamic 
world. The Iranians went to Mecca in order to distort the meaning 
and the objectives of pilgrimage and to sow dissension in the ranks of 
the Islamic people. The pilgrims in Arafat and Mecca need time to 
contemplate the situation, and need determination to help bring 
about unity within the Arab and Islamic nations, something of which 
we are in dire need in the face of Zionism and occupation of holy 
places in Palestinian land. 


VIEW FROM AMMAN 


By Dr. Kamel Abu Jaber 


Fanaticism — Iran and Israel 


THE EVENTS of last week in Mecca were not only sad but also 
very tragic. The occasion should have been a happy religious one 
where the faithful from the four comers of the world meet to pray 
together in answer to the call for the Haj, the pilgrimage, one of the 
five pillars of Islam. *Eid Al Adha (Feast of the Sacrifice) is the 
culmination of a happy religious season celebrating God's blessings 
and beneficence. The exact number of those who perished in the 
Iranian rioting may never be known. Yet. had only one perished, it 
would still be sacrilege, an unnecessary loss of life as well as a 
terrible precedent. 

Why did the Iranian authorities indie the violence? Why this 
hatred and disdain of the Arabs to the point of desecrating this most 
holy of the holiest of Islamic shrines? How can the Iranian regime 
even think of advancing the idea of the “‘internationalisation" of the 
holy places in Saudi Arabia at the very time that Israel continues to 
occupy Jerusalem and is diligently working to take possession of 
Haram Al Sharif, the noble sanctuary in Jerusalem. 

Iran on the east seems to share with Israel on the western part of 
the Mash req certain ambitions; ambitions not only of reducing the 
Arab World and balkanising it. but of literally controlling its 
destiny. It is not a question of an occupation of real estate, however 
important or sacred this may be. in as much as it is the stifling of the 
Arab soul in the middle. The distant strategic goal goes beyond 
mere military hegemony to the breaking of the spirit and the will of 
the Arabs and reducing them to fragmented dependencies with no 
control over their own lives. 


Both Iranian and Israeli strategists view the present era as a 
golden opportunity to achieve these goals. Dispirited and demoral- 
ised after the defeat of 1967 and two decades of sliding further into 
disarray and confusion, the Arabs appear and behave like easy prey 
for the predators around. In the Mashreq area, Israel seems to do 
whatever it wants with impunity. The record of the past two 
decades in Palestine, in Lebanon and elsewhere needs no further 
elaboration- Israel has developed into an imperial power of the 
classic type whose major tool is its militaiy might. Its imperialistic 
behaviour in its colonies in Palestine, in the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip and the Golan Heights is calculated to strike terror upon 
its victims. 

Israel too is just like Iran, a nation that lives by the sword and 
understands only the logic of fanaticism. The breakdown of the 
concept of Arab national security lies at the root of the behaviour of 
both. The imagination breaks down in contemplating what would 
happen if the Iraqi defences were weaker and the Ir anian and 
Israeli hordes were to meet. t 

At the root of the behaviour of both Iran and Israel is a rare 
commitment to primeval ideologies based on andent hatreds and 
animosities, some real, most imagined. Upon these historically 
accumulated layers of hatred, a sense of victimisation, of martyr- 
dom, has been superimposed to be topped off by a highly distorted 
image of superiority bom of a religious sense of mission, of a rare 
strain of fanaticism in the modem age. It is a religious zealotry that 


distorts reality causing blindness to logic as well as to the normal 
S^aviour on the individual, nanonai and mtcroabonal 

levels. 

Both ideologies in Iran and Israel feel they have a messa^to 
spread bevond their frontiers: a reachoui that is 
hampered’ and thwarted by the Arabs. This snar ed ca | u ^. 
both to feel they have a right to do what they want rcgHdtett oftfce 
niceties of the law whether local, customary or mtemarwnal Rots 
blame the Arabs for lost glory and national vienut \ . The booteof 
Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther, among many others m tte 
speak of ancient animosities at that time already well de«h^W 
towards the Arabs. Ancient Iran and ancient Israel of the 
century before the Christian era formed an alliance 
was to reduce and control the area and its peoples in the nmwle. 
The military vacuum caused by the Arab oefeut m 1967 only, 
revived what alreadv lay dormant beneath the surface. 

On both sides of the Arab middle the language of absolutes is 
spoken and why not if those speaking think thev have the truth, toe 
whole troth and nothing but the truth. Like old Biblical prophets,- 
statemems are not statements but thunderous prophecies speaking 
of eternal truths, immovable objects and immutable logic: Sad- 
dam must be toppled." the "holy places will be liberated says the 
mullah while the rabbi, says “Jerusalem is the eternal united capital 
of Israel" and the “temple will be built. ’ And as usual those in the 
middle, the moderates suffer. 


Resurrecting Casey — Iran arms 
patron or North scapegoat? 


By Robert Kearns 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — When Wil- 
liam Casey died in May, investi- 
gators believe the former director 
of the U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) took to his grave 
many of the darkest secrets of the 
Iran arms scandal. 

Without his testimony, con- 
gressional experts are no closer to 
resolving the mystery of Casey's 
role than they were when they 
began 40 days of public testimony 
and months of private interviews 
and poring through thousands of 
documents. 

“It may never be proven,” said 
one member of the Joint House 
of Representatives-Senate com- 
mittee probing the Iran-contra 
scandal. “It's can you believe 
Oliver North or do you believe 
everyone else? Casey can't tell 
us." 

Casey was a master spy in the 
World War II Office of Strategic 
Services, predecessor to the CIA 
that he headed from 1981 until his 
death. He became one of Presi- 
dent Reagan’s oldest and most 
trusted advisers, his campaign 
manager and confidante. 

From the start, he was a key 
player in the secret sale of U.S. 
weapons to Iran in 1985- 
86,endorsing the sales as a way of 
gaining intelligence contacts in 

But congressional testimony 
over the last 12 weeks has raised 
nagging doubts about his real 
role, especially in the most 
damaging act of the drama, the 
possibly illegal diversion of fluids 
from the arms sale to contra 
rebels in Nicaragua. 

These doubts, brought on by 
sharply conflicting accounts of 
what Casey knew and condoned, 
also pose major credibility prob- 
lems for former White House- 
aide North. 

The marine lieutenant col- 
onel’s key defence charges that 
he acted as a renegade in plotting 
the sale to Iran and diversion of 
proceeds to the contras is that he 
acted with the authority and 
knowledge of his superiors. 

Former National Security 
Adviser John Poindexter has tes- 
tified that he accepts responsibil- 
ity for North’s actions. 



But in building his case. North 
has invoked the authority of 
Casey, not only because the CIA 
chief was close to Reagan but 
because he was an experienced 
millionaire lawyer who presum- 
ably would have known what was 
legal and what was not. 

This makes Casey doubly im- 
portant to North’s argument that 
what he did was sanctioned at the 
highest level and he acted in the 
belief he was not breaking any 
laws. 

Before Casey was stricken with 
a cancerous brain tumour last 
December, he denied to the pres- 
ident! ally appointed Tower Com- 
mission that he knew of the funds 
diversion. He was never ques- 
tioned closely. 

But the high-ranking associates 
he left behind have cast major 
doubts on North’s version of 
events in their testimony before 
Congress over the past 12 weeks. 

On some points, the record is 
clear. 

North did have extensive con- 
tacts with Casey, a man he por- 
trayed in near reverential terms 
as a wise, kindly old uncle guiding 
the 43-year-ola marine through 
the labyrinth of national security 


issues and the corridors of power. 

According to committee inves- 
tigators, North visited Casey at 
his Langley, Virginia, headquar- 
ters 35 times. Casey also kept an 
office in the old executive office 
building next to the White House 
where North also worked. 

This gave North ample oppor- 
tunity to consult him and adds 
some credence to his claim that 
the two had what one committee 
member called a “special rela- 
tionship." 

During one of those meetings 
last year. North testified, Casey 
enthusiastically embraced the 
"neat idea” of sending profits 
from the Iran arms sales secretly 
to the contras to keep alive their 
guerrilla war against their govern- 
ment in Nicaragua at a time when 
Congress had barred military aid. 

North said Casey and he plot- 
ted to use leftover funds — there 
is still some $8 million in disputed 
overseas bank accounts — to run 
“an off-the-shelf covert opera- 
tion, unaccountable to other gov- 
ernment officials or Congress, in 
aid of other anti-communist 
“freedom fighters." 

Both men, according to testi- 


mony from North and contra 
leader Adolfo Calero — who 
fondly remembers Casey as a 
“Uncle Bill” — shared strong 
sympathies for the contra cause. 

At the time of North's vivid 
testimony, this all seemed plausi- 
ble. But then came everyone else 
involved and to a man they all but 
called it poppycock. 

‘The only evidence that this 
committee has before it that Mr. 
Casey knew about the diversion 
was Colonel North's testimony.” 
said Senate Committee Vice 
Chairman Warren Rudman. 

“I just find it curious that the 
only time we have this statement 
made is after Mr. Casey is no 
longer around to discuss it,” the 
New Hampshire Republican said. 

Louis Stokes, chairman of the 
House of Representatives Intelli- 
gence committee, which oversees 
me CIA and who knew Casey 
well, also says North’s account 
may not add up. 

1 “Poindexter told North not to 
tell anyone of the diversion," said 
the Ohio Democrat, “but then we 
know that North apparently told 
(former National Security Advis- 
er Robert) McFarlane anyway.” 

“Then (Attorney General 
; Edwin) Meese said Poindexter 
: told him that noone in the gov- 
ernment knew aside from him 
and North. North testified at that 
time only he, Poindexter and 
McFarlane knew. It was not until 
North broke his silence and testi- 
fied to Congress that he made his 
claim that Casey knew.” 

Meese testified that Casey told 
him he did not know about the 
funds diversion. 

“I do believe Mr. Casey’s state- 
ment to me,” said Meese, wbo 
recalled Casey told him last Nov. 
23 that the first he beard of any 
diversion was when Meese told 
him. Meese at the time was con- 
ducting a fact-finding operation 
for Reagan. 

By Meese’s reasoning, Casey 
had no motive to lie since Meese 
was not conducting a criminal 
investigation, the two men were 
friends and Casey seemed sur- 
prised about it all. 

At that time, moreover, Casey 
could have contradicted North, 
who did not drag his name into it 
until he testified to Congress after 
the CIA chief had died. 


Pakistani welcome for Afghans is wearing thin 


By Oliver Wales 

Reiuer 

ISLAMABAD — The warm wel- 
come given by Pakistan to re- 
fugees from Afghanistan's guer- 
rilla war is showing signs of wear- 
ing thin. 

Criticism of President Moham- 
mad Zia U1 Haq's Afghan policy 
doubled in volume after a car- 
bombing in Karachi last month 
which killed 73 people. 

It was the worst in a series of 
attacks throughout the country, 
which Zia has linked to Pakista- 
n’s support for the rebels fighting 
Afghanistan's Soviet-backed gov- 
ernment. 

Pakistani patience is being 
strained by growing resentment 
in bazaars over competition from 
Afghan traders and fears that the 
influx of Afghan-linked guns and 
drugs may break down the social 
fabric. 

“Some people even have the 
feeling that it could become a 
second Lebanon," one Asian aid 
official said. “The security situa- 
tion is getting worse and worse.” 

Away from border regions 
there are few signs of a serious 
challenge to the basic principles 
of Zia's policy of offering asylum 
to refugees and supporting the 
ami-communist rebels. 

Local commentators say he is 
under increasing pressure from 
the public to confine the esti- 
mated three million Afghan ex- 
iles more closely to their camps 
and restrict their activities. 

Senators demanded in a par- 


liamentary debate last week that 
Pakistan take a more active role 
in seeking a peace settlement 
with the Kabul government and 
its Soviet backers. 

Opposition leaders accuse Zia 
of taking advantage of the 1979 
Soviet intervention, which they 
say turned him from a semi- 
pariah in Western eyes to a 
valued ally. 

“He is not sincere in wanting to 
resolve the problem,” Aftab 
Sherpao of the Pakistan People's 
Party (PPP) said in an interview. 
“He's thriving on his Western 
image. Direct talks or indirect 
calks, Zia isn't giving it a high 
enough priority." 

The government says it is doing 
all it can for a settlement. Foreign 
Minister Sahabzada Yaqub Khan 
told the critical senators that it 
was Pakistan's Islamic duty to 
give shelter to the refugees and 
besides they were impossible to 
keep out. 

Sherpao is PPP president in 
North West Frontier Province 
(NWFP), which has borne the 
brunt of the Afghan problem. 

The main guerrilla groups have 
their headquarters in its capital. 
Peshawar, and more than two 
million refugees live in camps 
there. 

The province has grown used 
to bomb attacks in the past 18 
months, some aimed at rebel 
offices ur supply lines, others 
apparently indiscriminate in 
buses or markets. 

Pakistani officials blame Kabul 
for the blasts, saying it is trying to 


spread unrest and put pressure on 
Islamabad to stop funnelling arms 
to the guerrillas. The Soviet- 
backed Afghan government de- 
nies any connection. 

As a result, hostility to Zia’s 
Afghan policy is greatest in 
NWFP, despite the fact that the 
inhabitants are Pash tuns, closely 
related to most of the refugees 
and guerrillas. 

When a bomb outside a rebel 
office killed several Pakistani 
children in February, local people 
shot at the guerrillas and set fire 
to their cars. 

In recent months the bombings 
have spread to influential Punjab 
province, setting Zia a much 
more serious problem. 

Local authorities responded to 
the bombings in Rawalpindi and 
Lahore by removing thousands of 
Afghans living illegally in the 
cities, but they failed to catch the 
bombers. 

Kabul swiftly rebuked Zia for 
linking the July 14 blasts in 
Karachi to his government’s 
Afghan policy. 

Prime Minister Mohammad 
Khan Junejo, however, said re- 
sponsibility might lie with Pakis- 
tan's traditional enemy, India. 

Western diplomats said Pakis- 
tan had so many violent rivalries 
that at least some of the bomb- 
ings might have a different au- 
thorship entirely. 

“It is definitely j*oing to get 
worse,” Sherpao said. “First it 
was confined to tribal areas, then 
the dues of NWFP, then the 
tentacles reached Rawalpindi, 


Lahore, and finally Karachi." 

Discontent over the presence 
of the Afghans is growing but 
violent modems have been rare. 
Last month, Afghan guerrillas 
became involved in a tribal feud 
in a remote part of NWFP, in 
which at least 45 people were 
killed. 

Afghans have been seeking 
political asylum in Pakistan since 
long before the communist 
takeover in 1978. The big influx 
was in 1981-82, creating the 
world's biggest refugee problem. 

Most of the refugees stay in or 
near their camps not far from the 
border, but little serious effort is 
made to prevent the more enter- 
prising from moving out. 

Many have set up trading, 
transport or bazaar business in 
other parts of the country, com- 
peting successfully with the loc- 
als. The flow of Western and 
Arab aid to the rebel- groups has 
inflated prices, especially rents, 
in NWFP and the other border 
province of Baluchistan. 

“These Afghans should be kept 
in camps,” a derk in the western 
dty of Quetta said. “They make 
everything expensive. If you can 
pay 400 rupees for a house, they 
can pay 1,200.” 

Aid workers say they have to 
be careful to avoid raising living 
standards in the camps above 
those of the often needy local 
population. This sometimes 
means providing health care, 
education and water for local 
people, too. 


Tunisian hotel-bombings 
highlight fundamentalism 


By Charles Dick 

Reuter 

TUNIS — Four hotel bombings 
which Tunisian authorities sus- 
pect were the work of Islamic 
extremists highlight the growing 
challenge of fringe Muslim ex- 
tremists to North African govern- 
ments. diplomats say. 

The bombs on Sunday injured 
12 British and Italian holi- 
daymakers and one Tunisian, and 
were an unprecedented attack on 
economically hard-pressed Tuni- 
sia's vital tourist industry. 

Five months ago Tunisia broke 
diplomatic ties with Iran and 
announced tbe discovery of a 
secret pro-Iranian network which 
planned to topple the govem- 
. ment. A carckdown against one 
clandestine Islamic opposition 
party followed. 

Although Tunisian authorities 
have no proof extremists were 
actually behind Sunday's bomb- 
ings, diplomats say the extisting 
campaign against fundamentalists 
will likely be harsher. 

But Tunis is not the only gov- 
ernment in the region troubled by 
Islamic fundamentalist groups, 
and diplomats point out any new 
action against extremists in Tuni- 
sia would follow similar responses 
in other Maghreb countries. 

Last month in Algeria, three of 
200 fundamentalists tried on 
charges including murder and 
sabotage were sentenced to 
death. 

In Morocco police detained 
four fundamentalists last month 
in connection with an alleged call 
for revolution while King Hassan 
was visiting Britain. 

Political analysts note that fun- 
damentalist movements in the 
Maghreb recruit their supporters 
mainly among young people, 
capitalising on their deep sense of 
frustration. 

More than 60 per cent of the 
population is under 25. faring a 
bleak future with poor employ- 
ment prospects, for which they 
blame their respective govern- 
ments. 

Tunisia has alternately tight- 
ened and relaxed its attitude to 


Islamic movements since the 197V 
Iranian revolution which brought 
Ayatollah Khomeini to power. 

After breaking ties with 
Tehran in March. Tunis moved 
against the opposition Islamic 
Tendency Movement IMTI). 

Authorities accuse the MTI of 
belonging lo an Iranian-inspired 
underground fundamentalist net- 
work aiming to topple the gov- 
ernment. MT! has denied collu- 
sion with Iran. 

Police have arrested hundreds 
of members and MTI leader 
Rachid Ghannouchi. a former 
philosophy professor. He was 
arrested during a period of stu- 
dent clashes with police at the 
University in Tunis, where fun- 
damentalists are active and highly 
organised. 

Defence lawyers say Ghan- 
nouchi has not vet appeared be- 
fore an examining magistrate who 
will decide whether there is a case 
against him. The public prosecu- 
tor's office has preferred charges 
against him and other MTI lead- 
ers which could mean the death 
sentence if the case goes to trial 
and they are convicted. 

Tunis ha» announced its deter- 
mination to bring members of the 
alleged network to justice and a 
pro-government newspaper said 
this week an expected trial of 
fundamentalist leaders could take 
place late this month. 

The crackdown on the MTI has 
sparked a wave of sporadic, 
sometimes violent anti-govern- 
ment protests by MTI supporters. 

Diplomats say the protests de- 
monstrate the’ fundamentalists' 
ability to reorganise despite the 
break with Iran and the arrest of 
at least 250 MTI leaders. 

Police have arrested one un- 
identified suspect in connection 
with last Sunday's hotel bomb- 
ings. which symbolically chal- 
lenged President Habib Bour- 

f uiba on the eve of his 84tb 
irthday. 

A prominent MTI leader, 
lawyer Hedi Zemzemi. was also 
arrested, although he was not 
explicitly linked with the hotel 
blasts. 


LETTERS 


Women in the defence 
of the country 


To the Editor: 

I WOULD like to make two things a little more clear about im 
interview which was published in Jordan Times (Aug. 3 19871 as 
I believe there was a misunderstanding about two of mv 

^ first *\? at 1 do not teteve that women can do 
any job done by men. My belief is that if a woman is capable oi 

r n S* n “ a Wd« job, and can hold her own.SjS to 
fe n ben # efit ’ but . fo J" benefit of others, then she should have a 
? 'J arT ^ 11 throu S h - 1 fee I that women are capable of many 
things, but we are not men. and do not want to be men 
This leads me to the subject of women in the armv. To sav that 
women should fight on the frontlines, or even join the Parachute 

W - n0t Physically capable oTsuch^a 
f of . havm .S women in the army is to use them in 
places such as administration or communications* jobs such as 
these which are the essential backbone of the a Jv Th^ arl 
‘mportant and challenging fields, which release more mL to 

l? t gam n ? ore experience in the field of combat 
l believe that our Armed Forces are in need nf „ „ 

senfemdbean 

Sbtfor.trro'r'" 6 3re iWS 

Lastly, 1 am still by ail means interested in 
issues and would be honoured to offer heln and 2S nia I l U ? m u en 5 
of my abilities. We women mate up one Ll?„f the 

wwnen r ^| rc wnsi^ n ihe re ^iiv 

with *"■"*»»£ rasss 

As a comical side, I would iust lik^ . , _ 

enjoyed Sandhurst, I only spent ieven d l 11131 much M 1 
to years, which would probably make “ Op 0f^ c i 

officer cadet ever to have attencted thf R Ofr 0 * 
Academy Sandhurst. e “ nt,s ^ Royal Military 

M Aisha Al Hussein 







Mu * ilan, an established calligrapher , passes on the Hui nationality. On the waH is a piece of brush 

the technique or writing in Arabic to his students of work by Mu. 


^ Minority calligraphy in mostly 
Muslim region of China 



By Wu Gnoqing 

PAINTING snd calligraphy, long 
a tradition in C hina ’s predomi- 
nantly Muslim region of Ningxia, 
is gaining popularity with local 
amateurs. Their daily activity of 
painting and writing, as recrea- 
tion, is “a new rush in recent 
years," says Mu Yilan, 83, Presi- 
dent of the Islamic Association of 
the Ningxia Hui Autonomous 
Region: “It is helpful to people's 
minds and bodies." 

Mu is also an established callig- 
rapher. He adds. “It is a tradition 
for Muslim in Ningxia to hang 
certain pictures and calligraphy 
works on their walls, to help them 
to pray for peace and good luck. 

J However, the Huis are diffe- 
rent from the Hans in Chat they 
usually do not hang pictures of 
animals or human beings, show- 
ing their eyes. It is a custom as 
well as a religious canon." 

Influenced by their Muslim re- 
ligion, people of the Hui 
nationality in Ningxia like to hang 


Arabic calligraphy in their 
homes. These are mostly sacred 
teachings from the Holy Koran. 

But the Hui people also speak 
Mandarin and read Chinese, and 
many are quite good at writing 
Chinese characters. Mu says the 
creation of their art is not always 
restricted by their Muslim con- 
ventions: “There are Islamic 
families who hang photos of fi- 
gures, with their big eyes open, 
staring at the room." 

There is also a wide interest in 
different styles of art. A poll in 
1986 showed that 80 per cent of 
the young workers, and 60 per 
cent of the retired veterans in 
Yincfauan city, the capital of the 
region, hoped to enrich their 
cultural life through the discovery 
of the beauty of art. Signs proc- 
laiming many organisations, such 
as “Ningxia Institute of Painting 
and Calligraphy,” “Society of 
Standard Handwriting,” “Pen 
Writing Association," and “Soci- 
ety of Painting and Calligraphy of 
Senior Citizens'’ can be seen on 



Passe rs-fn are attracted by the public performance of Ningxia painters 


many of the streets in the capital. 

To meet the demand of eager 
art students at all levels, me 
government’s cultural depart- 
ments and private organisations 
have sponsored various training 
classes. The result has been a 
popularisation of the art of paint- 
mi and calligraphy. 

The Cultural Centre of Longde 
County has offered art classes to 
over-200 peasants in the past few 
years. Last year, the peasant 
artists held an exhibition in Yin- 
chuan. Their works, although 
simple and unadorned, have won 
die entire county the ni ckname of 
“Home of Painting and Cal- 
ligraphy.” 

Many residents buy this local 
art. Wang Chuliang, 38, a farmer 
in Youyicun Village, a suburb of 
Yinchuan, built a two-storied 
house with the money he and his 
wife earned from raising chick- 
ens. They bought mountauns-and- 
water paintings to decorate their 
living room. “We are educated 
youths," says Wang. “We like to 
amuse ourselves with pieces of 
art.” 


This rush for art has promoted 
many artistic undertakings in 
Ningxia. Estimates put the num- 
ber of professional painters and 
calligraphers at 300, and over- 
10,000 art enthusiasts in Ningxia 
at present. ' ' 

Several hundred works of 
Ningxia artists have been shown, 
both at home and abroad, in the 
mist three years. Last year, Han 
Rui, a nine-year-old pupil in Ym- 
chuan, won a prize in a National 
Children's Painting Exhibition. 
Guo Jiarong, 35, won first prize 
in a national calligraphy contest, 
out of 30,000 entries. 

Wang Yuxiu, 50, a Hmpeasant 
woman in Longde County, 
couldn’t even write her own name 
before die took up her artistic 
studies. With the help of the 
county’s painters, she learned to 
write ana to paint. Her painting, 
“Countryside Gathering," has 
been purchased by China’s 
National Art Gallery and sent 
abroad as part of a show. The 
multi-coloured painting vividly 
reflects a happy celebration by 
villagers. 

Zhen Xmfd, an established 
painter, sees certain characteris- 
tics in the art of Ningxia: “The 
pictures are colourful and splen- 
did. The composition is full and 
round — with a touch of daily life 
and religious tradition” — 
features. 


Cairo fights uphill battle against pollution 


By Esmui Salaheddin 

Kl titer 

CAIRO — Cairo's fume- 
< >pt:wing cars, buses and trucks 
translate into this disquieting 
fact: Traffic policemen in the city 
centre have nearly three times 
more exhaust poisons in their 
blood than international norms. 

They are victims of polluted air 
which, experts say . is increasingly 
harmful to health despile official 
efforts to cut effluent from vehi- 
cles, factories and garbage 
dumps. 

The government is worried ab- 
out the problems of pullution in 
the Arab World's largest city, and 
is trying to do something about it. 
But the task is daunting. 

An underground railway sys- 
tem is due for inauguration in late 
feptember and authorities hope 
it wiil reduce the numbers of cars 
aad buses belching smoke on the 
roads. 

Numerous flyovers help motor- 
ists negotiate old bottlenecks, 
enabling vehicles to move faster 
and bam fuel more efficiently. A 
• new bjtlioo-dollar sewage system 
i* being built. 

Environmentalists are planning 
to form a “Green” party for 
ecologjsis. Small pressure groups 
such, as the “Tree Lovers’ Socie- 
.E:AT are on the increase. 

But this ancient, crowded atv 
of 14 million headstrong indi- 
vidual. rorsumt to the best-laid 
official plans, still suffers from 
chronic pollution from traffic, in- 

y 


dustry and inadequate sanitation. 

A perpetual pall of dust hangs 
over the city: reinforced oo^- 
sionaJly by a heavy dose of wind- 
blown ’desert sand. 

Driving south along the Nile, 
one sees a cloud of pollution over 
houses and fields from cement 
works in the industrial suburb of 
Helwan. 

They use inefficient filters or 
none at all. say officials of the 
government's two-year-old 
watchdog Environmental Affairs 
Agency. 

-The cement factories dis- 
charge huge amounts of dusi ev- 
ery day,” said environmentalist 
Yaser Barudi in a recent maga- 
zine article. “The amounts might 
reach up ro five per cent of their 
total production." 

Unless it rains — and it doesn’t 
rain often in Helwan — these 
tonnes of cement dust are visible 
all over the area's foliage, build- 
ings and roads. 

"The rate of bronchitis or 
asthma has noticeably increased, 
especially among children, in the 
Helwan area in recent years be- 
cause of cement dust in the air,” 
said a local doctor. 

The Environmental Agency 
has contracted a local firm to 
develop a filter. 

The agency also hopes to tackle 
traffic pollution by using monitor- 
ing devices and refusing licences 
to vehicles that pour out too 
much carbon monoxide, nitrogen 
and other toxic gases. 

Its director, Mohamedi Sayed 


Eid, told Reuters the scheme 
would start next year for private 
cars. 

But the problem is immense. 
There are over a million vehicles 
in Cairo and experts say 
more than 90 per cent of them 
discharge more exhaust fumes 
than the internationally-accepted 
volume. 

A study by American and 
Egyptian specialists, in the agen- 
cy's magazine Development and 
Environment, reported that 
Cairo traffic police, with three 
times more toxic substances in 
their blood than the average else- 
where, risked heart and respira- 
tory trouble. 

Their blood contained up to 50 
milligrammes per cubic cen- 
timetre of lead, compared with an 
international average of 20, the 
study said. 

Cairo is largely a concrete-and- 
brick city, afflicted by limited 
space and unlicensed construc- 
tion on cultivable land. Old trees 
are sometimes chopped down, 
despite rules imposing stiff fines 
or three months in jail for tree- 
cutting. 

"The amount of green space 
per head is only a few square 
centimetres (inches),” says the 
Environmental Agency’s five- 
year plan, comparing this with up 
to 15 square metres per head in 
some industrial countries. ^ 

The government is building 
new cities in desert areas which 
will eventually relieve population 
pressures in the capital. 


JTV Channel Two Preview 

Sat. — Ang. 8, 1987 


8:30 Together We Stand 

9:00 Variety Show 

10:20 Feature F ilm 

Convicted . . 

Son. — Aug. 9, 1987 

8:30 Growing Pains 

9:10 Intimate Contact 

Part Two 

The Gregory family continue to 
be ostracised in the second epi- 
sode of Central's drama. The 
family begins to adjust to the 
consequences of Clive's disease, 
but, at home, life is not easy. 
Everyone is trying to find a way 
of coping with the situation, but 
family life has broken down. The 
Gregory children now know their 
father has AIDS, and they re- 
spond in their own ways. 

10:20 Hunter 

11:10 Are Yon Being Served? 

Mon. — Ang. 10, 1987 

8 JO Throb 

9:10 Mussolini 

10:20 Goya 
(Episode 6) 

The sixth and last episode re- 
counts Goya's last four years in 
Spain. Retired to his villa La 
Quinta del Sordo, he seems at 
first to recover peace of mind and 
finishes the series of etching cal- 


led the Disasters of War. 

11:10 The Love Boat 
Toe. — Aug. 11, 1987 

8 JO Doable Trouble 

A BAD MIX: When Kate con- 
cocts a dangerous scheme to cor- 
rect an experiment gone wrong, it 
serves to confirm Allison's initial 
reservations over permitting her 
sister to take her place for “one” 
day of chemistry class. 

9:10 Ohara 

10 JO The Unknown War 
11:10 Open All Hours 
Wed. — Aug. 12, 1987 

8 JO Three’s a Crowd 

9:10 Doc. — The SUk Road 

Kbotan-oasis of silk and jade: 
Stones from the Hetian have 
been a tempting bargain of the 
Silk Road trades ever since 
ancient times. Hetian is still 
famous for its stones. The prog- 
ramme will take a detailed look at 
the precious stones. At the same 
time, we will attempt to paint a 
portrait of silk-related culture, 
looking at such items as the 
famous painted panel, the “Silk 
Princess'*. 

10:20 Best Seller 
The Wheels 
(Last Part) 

Thors. — Aug. 13, 1987 

8 JO My Husband and 1 



9:10 Rags to Riches 

10:20 Feature Film 
Soldier Blue 

Starring: 

Candice Bergen and 
Peter Strauss 

A paymaster's detachment of the 
U.S. Cavalry is attacked by Indi- 
ans seeking gold, and two white 


survivors trek through the desert. 

Fri. — Aug. 14, 1987 

8:30 Bill Cosby Show 

9:10 Falcon Crest 

10:20 Anastasia 
Part 2 

With her expenses paid by 


Serge's newspaper. Anna arrives 
in New York to a warm welcome. 
Wearing borrowed furs and 
jewellery. Anna is introduced 
into Manhattan's high society. A 
dazzling party is thrown in’ her 
honour by exiled Russian aristoc- 
rats. Darya, a former friend of 
the Tsar's family, recognises 
Anna as Anastasia. With the ex- 
clusive story on the Russian prin- 
cess. the circulation figures of 
Serge's newspaper soar. 


Malaysia’s snake king 
puts cobra on the menu 


By Roger May 

Rearer 

JINJANG, Malaysia — Chan 
Meng is just the man to contact if 
you find one of Malaysia's many 
poisonous snakes in your kitchen 
and want it removed. 

He is also invaluable if you 
want to cook it and impress your 
dinner guests with succulent 
cobra. 

Malaysia’s best known snake 
catcher. Chan lives, eats and 
sleeps the slithery reptiles. 

His home contains over 1,000 
snakes in wooden and plastic 
boxes as well as snake photo- 
graphs, snake skins and 
skeletons, stuffed snakes and jars 
of snake innards marinating in 
wine. 

Members of Malaysia’s sut-mil- 
li on-strong Chinese community 
regularly visit him and consume 
cobras’ gall bladders and blood 
mixed with wine in the hope of 
curing ailments ranging from 
rheumatism and asthma to para- 
lysis. 

He will also prepare cobra, 
regarded as a health-giving de- 
licacy by Malaysian Chinese, for 
the dinner table, using a recipe 
that calls for the reptile to be 
simmered in herbs for five hours. 

Muslim Malays, who make up 
the majority of the country’s 16 
million population, are banned 
by their religion from eating 
snakes. 

Chan, 44, respects his snakes 
and does not enjoy killing them. 

“I do not like to kill snakes, but 
if people need medical help, I 
wifi,” he told Reuters in his mod- 
est house in the Chinese-domin- 
ated town of Jinjang, some 15 
kilometres from Malaysia's capit- 
al, Kuala Lumpur. 

Married, with six children, who 
unconcernedly dodge snake para- 
phernalia while doing their home- 
work, Chan said he learned his 
trade from his father-in-law, who 
in turn picked it up from relatives 
on his native south China island 
of Hainan. 

Chan began work on construc- 
tion sites but with Malaysian 
property development slack in 
the 1960s. be decided his future 
lay in snakes. 

“I caught my first snake in 1965 
but it bit me,” he recalled. 

Hie bite was the first of many 
and the hands and legs of the 
short, stocky Chan are covered 
with fang marks. 

Eschewing anti-venom serum, 
he cures himself by cleansing the 
wound, sucking out the poisoned 
blood, applying a tight bandage 
and then swallowing a teaspoon- 
ful of brown Chinese herbal 
medicine every two hours for the 
next day. 

But he does supply venom to 
researchers, including Tan Nget 
Hong of the University of 
Malaya’s biochemistry depart- 
ment, who says snake innards 
may indeed have the curative 
qualities that traditional Chinese 
medicine attributes to them. 

Tan points out that steroid 
compounds are used to treat ill- 
nesses such as skin problems and 
asthma and that animal gall blad- 
ders collect steroid products. 

Chan himself has caught 
around 50 of the 1,000 snakes 
lounging in fas back garden and 
living room, mostly following 
phone calls from people living in 
the federal territory of Kuala 
Lumpur or the state of Selangor 


that surrounds it. 

Chan, who snares snakes in a 
net attached to a stick, charges 
between 20 ringgit ($8) and 50 
ringgit ($20) per catch, depending 
on the distance be travels. 

Other snakes are caught for 
him by a network of contacts he 
has set up throughout peninsular 
Malaysia. 

Cobras, vipers and kraits, as 
well as non-venomous snakes, 
abound in this prosperous south- 
east Asian nation and catching 
them can be a lucrative sideline 
for its many rubber, palm oil and 
rice farmers. 

Chan also increases his collec- 
tion from tile occasional trip into 
the jungle with frog-catchers — 
snakes eat frogs — and mountain 
fakeis. 

His fame has spread and he is 
now regularly invited to display 
his prowess at local exhibitions, 
where he cajoles and handles 
deadly five-metre king cobras as 
though playing with children. 

He and a Chinese colleague 
plan to exhibit 2,000 snakes in 
Kuala Lumpur next month and 
he has imported 500 reptiles from 
neighbouring Thailand for the 
event. He also intends to buy 
snakes from Indonesia. 

In the longer term, Chan would 
like to open a snake farm in the 
Genting highlands, a popular re- 
sort area 30 kilometres from 
Kuala Lumpur, which locals and 
tourists frequent to escape the 
humidity of Malaysia’s coastal 
plains. 

He is wary of getting finance 
for the project from people who 
do not share his love of snakes 
and hopes to raise enough money 
from the August exhibition. 

“I want to open my farm for 
the benefit of snake lovers and to 
educate the public," be said. 


Europe’s television is fun, fun and fun 


WESTERN European govern- 
ments of all political flavours 
used to believe that television was 
best kept under their control. 
They did not want privately own- 
ed television stations to broadcast 
freely to the masses. And they 
guarded their monopoly by using 
the (largely specious) argument 
that airwaves are scarce, so if 
each country can have only a 
couple of television channels, 
then they had better be kept 
under the beady eye of the state. 

The advent of internationally 
delivered satellite television in 
Europe in 1982 t which govern- 
ments could not regulate, made 
them think again. They did not 
want uncontrollable foreign chan- 
nels satisfying the hunger for 
more television. Or so it seems, 
for they hurriedly “discovered" 
more spare frequencies that were 
suitable for television and started 
licensing private channels — or 
planned to do so. 

A few years ago, Britain and 
Italy were the only countries in 
Europe with privately owned 
television. Now, all over the con- 
tinent, private channels are 
springing up. France already has 
three privately owned stations. 
West Germany, Denmark and 
Spain will start up private or 
partly private channels in the next 
couple of years. Satellite and 
cable television are also spread- 
ing across Europe, although the 
new terrestrial broadcast chan- 
nels will probably soak up much 
of the demand for them. 

The revolution in European 
television still has a long way to 
go. But the threat of deregulation 
and financial pressures on state 
broadcasters have meant that 
Western Europe's television sta- 
tions are already fighting for au- 
diences. This has affected the 
kinds of programme on offer. 


People gather in their largest 
numbers to watch escapist enter- 
tainment. According to a recent 
study by Horizons Media Interna- 
tional, the main shift in program- 
ming over the past few years has 
been towards more “fijn-TV”. 
Entertainment — that is, films, 
soap operas, games and chat 
shows — is becoming a priority 
for private-sector channels; satel- 
lite television stations, such as 
Mr. Rupert Murdoch's Sky Chan- 
nel, and Super Channel (which is 
largely owned by Britain’s com- 
mercial broadcasters) show little 
else. Light-hearted imports from 
America are also on the increase 
(from 15 per cent in 1985 to 20 
per cent last year), partly because 
they are cheap. 

Government-owned television 
channels usually have no direct 
incentive to please the crowds. 
Yet they too are showing a higher 
proportion of pure entertainment 
programmes. An analysis of sche- 
dules by Horizons Media Interna- 
tional shows an increase in enter- 
tainment programmes on non- 
commercial channels from 43 per 
cent in 1985 to 46 per cent last 
year. The only countries to buck 
this trend are those that do not 
yet have privately owned chan- 
nels — such as Norway and 
Spain. Both are due to have 
private channels within the next 
two yeais. For now, their prog- 
rammes still tend to be worthy: 
news, documentaries, religious 
affairs. Entertainment is res- 
tricted to under 35 per cent and 
Norway’s high-spot of the year 
seems to be tbe Eurovision song 
contest. 

Although commercial stations 
tend to sbow more light program- 
mes, and the public sector is 
catching up, there are some ano- 
malies. Britain is a special case, 
because a government quango, 


many, has an unusually large 
number of serious programmes. 


the Independent Broadcasting 
Authority, governs the two com- 
mercial channels and demands 
“balanced broadcasting". One of 
these channels, Channel 4, has z 
far larger proportion of serious 
programmes (58 per cent, com- 
pared with just S per cent for Mr. 
Silvio Berlusconi’s Italia 1) than 
other European comm*: re* a* 
channels. The non-co mr.::rc! a, 
BBC1, on the other hand, seems 
to be run on the presumption that 
its first mission is to entertain (it 
shows 64 per cent entertainment 
at peak-viewing hours). SAT-i a 
satellite station in West Ger- 
ly, has 
nber of 

Most other satellite stations are 
about 90 per cent fun. SAT-1 is 
owned by a consortium of news- 
paper publishers: its emphasis is 
on news and current affaire. 

Until recently, the two main 
protagonists in Italian television, 
the government-owned RAI net- 
works and the channels owned by 
Mr. Berlusconi, fought one 
another for audiences by dishing 
up as much entertainment as 
possible. Now RA1-1 has adopted 
a more dignified strategy. It cut 
its proportion of fun-TV by a 
third in 1985-86 and is coming up 
with more serious programmes 
on current events or subjects such 
as science and farming. But 
RATs two other stations are 
showing more entertainment than 
ever. 

Will an increased emphasis on 
entertainment mean that quality 
programmes, tndudine those on 
the arts, get squeezed out? Not 
necessarily. Fun-TV comes 
cheap, yet once the new private 
channels start to build up audi- 
ences, they may have the money 
and the confidence to show more 
high-brow stuff. But do not bet 
on it — The Economist. 




The first & best . 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman near 

Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka away is available 

Open daily 12:01 1-3; 3U 
p. m. 

6:30-Midnrghl 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Take away available 
Open daily 12:00- IS-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 J 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yamnouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
iunen and dinner Friday 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 -3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30- Midnfght j 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Taka-away service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. -midnight. 
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door-fo-door service 





The least expensive 
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parcels, desk to' desk, 
worldwide. 
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Egypt’s soccer team slips into semis 

Nigerian athletes get off to a flying start in sprints at All Africa Games 


NAIROBI (R) — African champions Egypt, hum- 
bled in a 2-1 defeat by lowly Malawi, slipped 
gratefully into the semi-finals of the All Africa 
Games soccer tournament Thursday night by a 
single goal. 


Egypt survived because Ivory 
Coast beat Senegal 1-0 when they 
needed to win by two clear goals 
to push the Egyptians out. 

Malawi, the pre-tournament 
underdogs, went through at the 
top of trie group on goal differ- 
ence ahead of Egypt after all 
three teams finished with four 
points. 

The failure of two teams to 
score gave Egypt a fillip in the 
hockey tournament where their 
main rivals Kenya and Zimbabwe 
drew 0-0 leaving the Egyptians 
one point clear at the top of the 
table. 

In the swimming pool next 
door to the soccer stadium the 


Egyptian men picked up another 
two gold medals but the North 
African dominance was finally 
broken by Zimbabwean Joanne 
Dorwood who won the women’s l 
100 metres breaststroke. 

The watching Egyptian soccer 
squad celebrated their qualifica- 
tion on the touchline after the 
Ivory Coast-Senegal match in 
which Sekou Bamba scored the 
only goal in the last minute of the 
game. 

Malawi will now play Kenya 
and Camerouo will meet Egypt in 
a dash of Africa's soccer giants 
for a place in the final. Egypt beat 
Cameroun 5-4 on penalties in the 
Africa Nations Gup final last 


year. 

Egypt had beaten Ivory Coast 
2-1 and Senegal 1-0 in earlier 
Group B games while Malawi had 
lost 1-0 to Ivory Coast and beaten 
Senegal 2-0. 

Dorwood's win brought Zim- 
babwe its first gold of the games. 
But the North Africans main- 
tained their control in the pool 
with Tunisia leading the overall 
medals table with nine golds to 
Egypt’s eight. 

Dorwood won the women’s 100 
metres breaststroke in a games 
record time of one minute 21.42 
seconds. In the same race the 
veteran Nigerian Ngozi Enuwuzo 
captured the bronze to daim her 
country’s — and black Africa’s 
first swimming medal. 

Their achievements aside. 
Tunisia and Egypt kept up their 
neck-and-neck rivalry by winning 
two golds apiece. 

Ghattas Fatten, the star of the 


women's competition, collected 
her third individual gold for Tuni- 
sia in the 100 metres butterfly, 
also setting a games record of one 
minute 06.68 seconds. 

But Egypt's men bad the last 
word, storming home first in the 4 
x 100 metres freestyle relay in 
three minutes 39.25 seconds. 

The talent-studded athletics 
programme at the games began 
Friday with the immediate prom- 
ise of top class performances in 
the sprints. 

Nigeria, who reckon they can 
monopolise the sprint golds, got 
off to a flying start in the women's 
100 metres heats which opened 
the six-day competition. 

But the Kenyan girls gave them 
plenty to worry about over 400 
metres, winning all three heats to 
the joy of a sparse audience in the 
new Kasarani Stadium which in- 
cluded Kenyan President Daniel 
Arap Moi. 


Pullouts threaten to spoil centenary match 


LONDON (R) — Argentine 
World Cup-winning captain 
Diego Maradona will play for a 
rest of the world side ag3inst the 
English Football League Satur- 
day, his management firm said 
Thursday night. 

A spokeswoman for the First 
Artist Management Company 
said Maradona would play in the 
match at Wembley to mark the 
English Football League’s 
centenary and was expected to fly 
to London from Italy Saturday. 

Maradona's appearance had 
been in jeopardy as he took up 
pre-season training with his 
Napoli side only a week ago and 
was unsure whether he would be 
fit enough for the match. 

But he scored for Napoli dur- 
ing the club's pre-season friendly 
on Wednesday and told journal- 
ists he felt fit. 

England soccer captain Bryan 
Robson leads the league side. He 
said on Thursday: “Maradona is 
the world's outstanding footballer 
and I want him to play — he is 
important to the occasion and will 
provide some genius on the day." 

However, the news that the 
less than charismatic Dragan Sto- 


jkovic is the latest recruit will do 
little to glamorise Saturday's ill- 
fated centenary “celebration" 
match between the English Foot- 
ball League and a Rest of the 
World XI. 

The original idea was to bring 
together the best players from the 
First Division — irrespective of 
nationality — and the top names 
from abroad to mark the 100th 
anniversary of league football in 
England. 

But, until Friday, players and 
public alike have viewed the so- 
called Wembley spectacular with 
disinterest and with doubts sur- 
rounding the availability of Diego 
Maradona, only 40,000 tickets 
have been sold. 

That figure compares badly 
with the 80,000 sell-out crowd 
which the Los Angeles Rams and 
the Denver Broncos will attract at 
Wembley 24 hours later when 
they stage a pre-season American 
football exhibition game. 

For a variety of highly plausible 
reasons, Dutchmen Ruud Gullitt 
and Marco van Basten, Mexican 
Hugo Sanchez, Spaniard Emilio 
Butragueno and even England 


stalwart Terry Butcher, now 
based in Scotland with Glasgow 
Rangers, are all unable to repre- 
sent the "rest" of the world. 

Though Michel Platini has 
been persuaded to come out of 
retirement for the occasion — 
and despite the fact Red Star 
Belgrade captain Stojkovic is 
rated the "best player in Yugosla- 
via" by the match sponsors — it is 
the possible absence of Maradona 
which has been the telling factor 
at the box office. 

The Argentine has apparently 
demanded and been promised 
over 1,000 sterling ($1,600) a 
minute for his contribution and 
that ‘Tee” — coupled with the 
infamous "band of god” incident 
against England in the World 
Cup in Mexico last summer — 
could make him a highly unpopu- 
lar little figure on the terraces. 

Managed by Barcelona’s En- 
glish coach Terry Venables, the 
rest of the workl have at least 
been guaranteed the services of 
the Catalan dub’s prolific goais- 
corer Gary Lineker and exciting 
Spanish international defender 
Julio Alberto. 


Hearns said to have dropped light heavyweight title 


NEW YORK (AP) — American 
Thomas Hearns wants to be the 
World Boxing Council’s (WBC) 
middleweight champion, not its 
light heavyweight champion. 

• "Responding to a WBC ultima- 
tum, Emanuel Steward, Hearns' 
manager-trainer, told the Associ- 
ated Press by telephone from 
Detroit, "Tommy has definitely 
given up the light heavyweight 
title. We already assumed it was 
known.” 

ft already had been announced 
that Hearns would try to become 
the first man to win four titles by 
fighting Juan Domingo Roldan 
for the vacant WBC mid- 
dleweight Oct. 29 at Las Vegas, 
Nevada. 

On Wednesday, the WBC 
announced in Mexico City that a 
Heams-Roldan match would not 
be sanctioned unless Hearns re- 
linquished the light heavyweight 
title. 

“The only thing he's interested 
in is going for that fourth title,” 
Steward said, adding he would 
send a telegram to the WBC. 


Hearns, a former World Box- 
ing Association (WBA) welter- 
weight "and former WBC super 
welterweight champion, won the 
WBC light heavyweight title by 
stopping Dennis Andries of Bri- 
tain in the 10th round March 7 at 
Detroit. 

The WBC middleweight title 
became vacant when Sugar Ray 
Leonard retired after upsetting 
Marvelous Marvin Hagler on a 
12-round split decision April 6 at 
Las Vegas. 

Hagler had been the undis- 
puted champion, but the WBA 
stripped Hagler before the fight, 
and the International Boxing 
Federation (IBF) declared the 
title vacant after Leonard won. 

Should Hearns make history by 
beating Roldan — there have 
been nine triple champions — he 
would be interested in challenging 
undisputed heavyweight cham- 
pion Mike Tyson, Steward said. 

"He believes that if Tyson 
hasn't been beaten in 15 months 
he has the style to beat him," 
Steward said.” I said, ‘are you 


kiddin.' But be said he could get 
up to 295-200 pounds. He does 
have the frame to do it.” 

The 6-foot-l (1.85-metre) 
■Hearns weighed 473.75% pounds 
(78.7 kg), 1% pounds (fcrJcgp 
under the limit, when he won the 
light heavyweight title. The mid- 
dleweight limit is 160 pounds 
(72.5 kgs), while the welterweight 
limit is 147 (66.5) and the super 
welterweight limit 154 (69.7). 

As for defending the mid- 
dleweight title, should he beat 
Roldan, Steward said: "He only 
wants to defend against Hagler. 
He wants that fight so bad he can 
taste it.” 

Then Steward thought of 
another middleweight challenger 
Hearns would readily accept — 
Leonard. 

Hagler knocked out Hearns in 
the thud round of title defence 
June 15, 1985. In his only other 
loss, Hearns was stopped by 
Leonard in the 14th round of a 
fight for the undisputed welter- 
weight championship Sept. 16, 
1981. 


Gompert, 
McNeil reach 
Virginia Slims 
quarterfinals 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Top- 
seeded Lori McNeil and number 
2 Kate Gompert both reached the 
quarterfinals of the Virginia Slims 
of San Diego while four unseeded 
players also advanced Thursday 
m the $75,000 women’s tennis 
tournament. 

McNeil, ranked 11th in the 
world, straggled early as she lost 
her service four tunes in dropping 
the first set but rebounded to oust 
Pieanut Louie Harper, 5-7, 6-3, 
6 - 1 . 

Later, in a duel highlighted by 
hard-hitting and long rallies, the 
20th-ranked Gompert mounted a 
64, 6-2 triumph over England's 
Sara Gomer, who had beaten 
Gompert at Wimbledon this year. 

Entering the third round 
Thursday, nine of the 14 seeded 
players were already out of the 
tournament. Another was then 
eliminated when unseeded Anne 
Minter of Australia recorded an 
upset win over number 7 Terry 
Phelps, 7-5, 6-3. 

Among the other unseeded 
players to advance, all bad earlier 
upset wins, but they were ranked 
tigher^an ttvnr respective oppo- 
nents in the third round-. 

Elly Hakami qualified with sr 
7-5, 6-4 victory over veteran Bet- 
sy Nageben. The first set was tied 

5- 5 before Hakami took control 
with a service break. 

Also, two Frenchwomen won 
as Isabelle Demongeot topped 
Patricia Tarabini, 7-5, 64), and 
Nathalie Herreman beat Maria 
Lindstrom, 64, 7-6. 

Others reaching the quarterfin- 
als among the seeded players 
were number 3 Raffaella Reggi of 
Italy, who dispatched fellow 
countrywoman Laura Garrone, 

6- 0. 64), and number 8 Nathalie 
Tauziat, who outplayed Kathleen 
Horvath. 6-3, 6-1. 

For McNeil, the ability to 
establish her style of charging the 
net contributed to her comeback 
and a third straight win over 
Louie Harper, rated 85th. 


Australia remains opposed to sporting contacts with S. Africa 


SYDNEY. Australia (Agencies) 
— Australian Rugby Union 
(ARU) Executive Director John 
Dedrick on Friday denied claims 
by Australian captain David 
Clodey that the rugby union gave 
in to government blackmail by 
halting a rugby tour of South 
Africa. 

Codey and former Australian 
captain Andrew Slack are in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 
Codey said Thursday that about 
30 top Australian rugby players 
were “desperately keen" to tour 
South Africa. 

Codey said the Australian Rug- 
by Union was coerced by the 
Australian government into re- 
jecting an official tour of South 


Africa. 

“We are not going to bow 
down to coercion, so we are here 
to find a way around it,” Codey 
told reporters in Johannesburg. 

Slack accused the Australian 
government of using blackmail to 
force the ARU not to sanction a 
tour by threatening to block 
fends if approval was given. 

“The criticism by Codey and 
Slack is ill-informed and definite- 
ly incorrect." Dedrick said. 

“Our grant from the govern- 
ment is a small matter compared 
with the well-being of the game 
here. 

“We are more concerned for 
the future of the 180.000 players 


A MODERN FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of three bedrooms, two bathrooms, sitting room, 
separate central heating, solar heating, T.v. and video, tele- 
phone, 230 m= area. 

Location: 6th Circle. 

Annual rent: JD 6,000 
Please call: 822659 


in Australia than of 30 elite or 
gifted players,” he said. 

Dedrick said it was disappoint- 
ing Codey and Slack were so 
ill-informed. 

“There is no way the ARU 
would let a grant from die gov- 
ernment influence oar policy, he 
said. 

Both the ARU and the Austra- 
lian government are opposed to 
sporting contacts with South Afri- 
ca because of that country's poli- 
cy of racial segregation, known as 
apartheid. 

Dedrick added, "we hope they 
act in what is in the best interest 
of Australian rugby and not be 
swept away by what is just' in 
South Africa’s interest.” 

The ARU has threatened to 
ban for life any player making an 
unofficial tour of South Africa, 
which is what local commentators 
believe Codey and Slack are 
trying to negotiate. 

South Africa 

Meanwhile South African Rug- 
by Union has been thrown into 
turmoil by the disclosure that top 
Australian players are eager to 


tour the country in defiance of an 
international ban on sporting 
links because of apartheid. 

The chance to play one of the 
world’s strongest team has split 
South Africa's rugby administra- 
tors and caused an open revolt by 
players, frustrated at the lack of 
top-class international competi- 
tion. 

Officials fear top South African 
players will form a breakaway 
professional body and organise 
their own rebel tours if the Au- 
stralian visit does not go ahead 
this season. - 

The divisions in South African 
rugby have been laid bare by a 
visit by past and present Austra- 
lian captains Andrew Slack and 
David Codey, who said Thursday 
that about 30 top Australian play- 
ers were desperately keen to tour. 
South Africa. 

“We believe that a stand has 
got to be made for common 
sense. We want to play in South 
Africa,” Slack told a Johannes- 
burg news conference. 

The Australian rugby author- 
ities have vetoed a tour of South 
Africa and threatened to ban any 
player who visits Johannesburg. 


Mansell sets record in first 
practice race on Hungaroring 


BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) — 
Britain’s Nigel Mansell set a lap 
record as he took the provisional 
pole position after Friday’s first 
timed practice session for the 
Hungarian Grand Prix. 

Mansell, in a Williams-Honda, 
was timed in 1 minute, 28.047 
seconds over the 4.014-kilometre 
Hungaroring, 20 kilometres north 
of the Hungarian capital. He 
averaged 164.121 kmph. 

There is another official qual- 
ifying session on Saturday. If 
Mansell does gain the top spot for 
Sunday’s race, it will be bis 
seventh pole position of nine 
races this year. 


Alain Prost of France, the two- 
time world Formula One cham- 
pion, raced a 1:30.156 to finish 
second in the qualifying for Sun- 
day's race. 

Prost is still seeking his record 
28th Grand Prix victory. He tied 
Britain’s Jackie Stewart at 27 in 
the third race of the season but is 
winless in five attempts after that. 

Michele Alboreto of Italy in a 
Ferrari was third in qualifying 
with Thierry Bousten next. Their 
times were 1:30.472 and 1:30.748 
respectively. 

Defending champion Nelson 
Piquet of Brazil followed with 
1:30.842. 


Rojas takes on Laciar for 
WBC super-flyweight title 


MIAMI (R) — Undefeated Jesus 
Rojas of Colombia takes his first 
shot at a title when be faces 
World Boxing Council (WBC) 
super-flyweight champion Santos 
Laciar of Argentina in a sche- 
duled 12-round bout on Saturday. 

Rojas, who was nicknamed 
“Sugar Baby” at birth by his pa- 
rents and has carried the name 
into the ring, comes from a family 
with strong boxing ties. 

His father was a boxer. His 
seven brothers are all boxers — 
one is fighting on the Rojas- 
Laciar bill — and one of his three 
sisters has done some boxing. 

But Saturday night in Miami's 
Tamiami Fairground be will be 
the first Rojas to try for a title. 
"It will be like all of us are 
fighting.’' Rojas said. 

Laciar, 27, has stopped 49 
opponents during a career span- 
ning 65 wins, six losses ana 11 
draws and has not lost a fight 
since 1981. 


Twice World Boxing Associa- 
tion (WBA) flyweight champion, 
be has won all his 10 fights since 
movig up to the 52-kg division in 
1985. 

“I feel better at this weight,” 
Laciar said. "At flyweight I was 
giving up some strength to make 
the weight." 

This will be his first defence of 
the super-flyweight title he won 
when ne stopped Giiberto Ro- 
man of Mexico in the 11th round 
last May in France. 

Rojas, although only two years 
voungeT than Laciar, has fought 
far fewer bouts. 

But the Colombian, who has a 
reputation for well-rounded, 
craftsman-like boxing, is undefe- 
ated in all 30 and has won 18 
inside the distance. 

Lacier is unimpressed. "1 am a 
fighter." he said. “I've had 82 
professional fights, 15 for titles. 
I've fought better fighters than 
Rojas has." 


Archrivals seek to restore 
reputation at Pan- Am Games 


INDIANAPOLIS (R) — Arch- 
rivals the United States and Cuba 
will seek to restore reputations 
tarnished by the shame of scandal 
when the 10th Pan-American 
Games open on Sunday. 

A possible long jump world 
record by Carl Lewis and explo- 
sive confrontations between the 
two nations in boxing, wrestling, 
weightlifting and baseball should 
dispel the shadow of the 1983 
drugs scandal and make the mul- 
ti-million-dollar sporting extrava- 
ganza a -success. 

Four years ago, the traditional 
giants of the two-week games 
returned home with heads bowed 
in disgrace after a succession of 
drugs-related incidents rocked 
the Caracas Games. 

Four Cubans and two Amer- 
icans were among 17 competitors 
— 10 of them medallists — dis- 
qualified for using banned subst- 
ances. 

A further 12 Americans with- 
drew from the games for what 
they said were personal reasons 
and left Venezuela before they 
could be tested. 

Eight other leading nations. 
Canada and Argentina included. 


bad competitors disqualified in 
the affair. 

Organises do not relish the 
thought of these games, the first 
to be held in the United States 
since Chicago in 1959, being de- 
voured by a similar controversy. 

Yet they have played their part 
in the war on illegal substances by 
introducing a $2 million drug- 
testing programme aimed at pro- 
ducing results within* 24 hours. 

No competition is likely to be 
more closely scrutinised than 
weightlifting,' dominated by the 
a Cubansrin 1983 tajt event -in 

Jf which four gold, one silver and 
■ three bronze medallists were 
stripped of their rewards after 
testing positive. 

Three-time world champion 
Roberto Unutia, who defected 
from Cuba in 1980, will lift for the 
United States against his former 
compatriots in a middleweight 
competition sure to be tension- 
packed. 

Wrestling, which opens next 
Tuesday, is also set to be hotly 
contested. The United States won 
ad 10 golds in 1979 only to hand 
supremacy to the Cubans four 
years later. 


Ivory Coast supporters weave 
magic spell at All Africa Games 


NAIROBI (R) — Ivory Coast’s 
five-strong supporters club, who 
cheer on their country with 
drums, a home-made klaxon on 
wheels and songs to a tropical 
tree, are adding a touch of Afri- 
can magic to the Fourth Ad Afri- 
ca Games. 

Their guttural incantations 
“oueeeh, oueeeh, oueeeh” and 
the throbbing beat of their drums 
have echoed across the football 
pitch, the handball court and 
every venue at which Ivory Coast 
teams have been present. 

The inimitable five, who wear 
tropical solar topees painted in 
the national colours of orange, 
white and green, go under the 
cumbersome French name of 
comite d* animation de soutien 
aux equipes natiooales sportives 
du Cote d’Ivoire (support com- 
mittee for Ivory Coast national 
sports teams) or “CASENCT for 
snort. 

"In fact, there are fifty of us at 
home but only five of us came to 
these games,” group president 
Emile Gnahoulou said. 

Emile handles the group’s 
piece de resistance, an impressive 
home-made air klaxon on wheels 
which is strenuously hand 
pumped to full pressure before it 
releases its ear-splitting blast. 

Troupa Paul, the group’s flag 
bearer and treasurer, is also the 


maio vocalist and spectators have 
come to recognise his deafening 
cries of “oueeeh, oueeeh" as a 
sure sign- that the Ivorv Coast, 
whose national symbol is the 
elephant, is playing. "It’s a war 
cry, it drives on our elephants,” 
Emile said. 

Troupa Paul wears an Ivorian 
squirrel skin on his topee which 
he says has a special significance. 
"The squirrel is considered one of 
the strongest animals in our coun- 
try, so it means.that our teams are 
the strongest,” be explains. 

Drissa Traore, the drummer, 
Odto Hilaire, and Bakouini Josef 
are the other members of the 
group, whose honorary leader is 
Ivory Coast President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny. 

Among their repertoire of 
catchy songs in praise of the 
nation ana its president, the 
group has one which implores the 
aid of a tropical tree, known as 
the “ziza," whch grows in Ivory 
Coast's western forests. 

“The ziza is strong enough to 
resist Tornadoes, so we implore 
its help so our teams can be as 
strong." Drissa says. 

Even the group's eye-catching 
headgear has a special purpose. 
“They are for our protection. 
When the other side’s crowd hear 
us singing, they start throwing 
things, Emile said. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


WBA sanctions middleweight title fight 

NEW YORK ( AP) — The World Boxing Association { WBA ) has 
sanctioned an Oct. 10 fight in Jraly between Iran Barkley a ^ 
Sambu Kalambay for its vacant middleweight title, promoter ‘ 
Arum has announced. The title became vacant when the « 
stripped Marvelous Marvin Hagler before his 12-round S P 
decision loss to Sugar Ray Leonard April 6 at Las Vegas. Noa a- 
The fight contracts call for the winner to make his first detente 
against Hagler early next year, should Hagler wish to fight again. 

U.S. Congress okays Olympic coins bill 

WASHINGTON (R) — The House of Representatives bunking 
committee has approved a bill authorising the minting of one 
million gold and 10 million silver commemorative coins to raise 
fends for the U.S. Olympic Committee for the I9S8 Olympic 
Games. Each five-dollar gold coin would contain <1.24 ounces of 
gold. The one-dollar silver coin would have [J.77 ounces of silver. 
Prices will be set by the treasury department and will include a 
surcharge of $35 for the gold coin and $7 for the silver coin. Salts 
of the coins are expected to make a profit of 5105 million, which 
will go to the U.S. Olympic Committee to help train American 
athletes for the 1988 games in CaJgarv. Canada and Seoul. South 
Korea. 

“Do not blame Maradona” — England 
captain 

LONDON (R) — England soccer captain Bryan Robson has 
publicly excused Diego "Maradona for his infamous "hand of god" 
goal in last year's World Cup finals in Mexico. Robson, who leads 
the English Football League in their centenary mutch at Wembley 
on Saturday against a rest of the world side scheduled to include 
Argentina's captain, said Thursday: "I don’t blame Maradona for 
that goal.” Maradona’s controversial goal, which he subsequently 
described as being scored by the "hand of god " helped Argentina 
to beat England 2-1 in their quarter-final. Robson said: "he tried 
to get away with what he could. 1 blame the referee, because a top 
class official should not miss something like that in such an 
important game. You cannot expect Maradona to rurn round and 
say “I handled the ball, don’t give a goal." 

Francis signs for Scottish champs 

LONDON (R) — Former England striker Trevor Francis has 
signed for Scottish champions Glasgow Rangers after long 
negotiations to bring him back from Italy, the club said. Francis, 
whose career has been dogged by injury, moves from Italy’s 
Atalanta for an unconfirmed transfer fee’of £75,UOU J$118.0HU) 
and will be paid on match -by-match basis. 

Welsh midfielder signs for Aberdeen 

LONDON (R) — Welsh international midfielder Peter Nicholas 
signed for Aberdeen on Thursday for £350.000 (5550,000). the 
Scottish Premier Division club said. Nicholas. 27. said he was sad 
to leave English First Division side Luton. "But Aberdeen could 
offer me European football and that was what tipped the 
balance.” he said. English soccer clubs have been barred from 
European competitions since rioting at the 19X5 European Cup 
final between Liverpool and Juvenilis in Brussels resulted in the 
deaths of 39 fans. Aberdeen will play in the European Football 
Union (UEFA) Cup in the coming' season. 

Spanish clubs can shuffle foreign players 

MADRID (R) — Spanish soccer clubs can exploit a loophole in 
the rule restricting them to two foreign players each by changing, 
their combination of foreigners from match to match, the Spanish. 
Football Federation said Friday.. Teams will te able to field any 
two of the foreign players on their -books provided they give the 
federation 48 hours' notice, a spokesman told Reuters. He said 
that what looked like a new rule was only a new interpretation of 
a clause on foreigners which has been in the federation's rules 
since 1978 and also applies to games in Europe. A Spanish sports 
newspaper drew attention to 'the small print in the clause this 
week, pushing the federation into confirming its possible inter- 
pretation and triggering a controversy. "You only find out these 
things by asking and The clubs never asked." the federation 
spokesman S3id. The move obviously benefits First Division sides 
Real Madrid. Atletico Madrid and’ Barcelona who have more 
than two foreigners on their books and problems keeping them all 
happy. 

Roche doubtful for British cycling race 

EDINBURGH, Scotland (AP) — Tour de France winner 
Stephen Roche was listed Friday as u doubtful starter in the first 
Kellogg's professional Tour of Britain cycling raw. Roche tore a 
calf muscle in a crash during a race in the Netherlands last week 
and may miss the British event, which begins in Edinburgh 
Wednesday. Roche, the first Irish cyclist to win the Tour de 
France, is to announce his decision Monday^ organisers said. The 
Tour of Britain ends in London Aug. In. 

Athlete to make 2nd comeback at 35 

ROME (R) — World 200 metres record holder Pietro Mennca is 
coming out of retirement at the age of 35 in an apparent hid lb 
make Italy's team for the world athletics championships in less 
than a month. Organisers of an international athletics meeting in 
Grosseto confirmed Friday that Mennea. out ot competition since 
October 1984. would run the 200 metres m the event on Monday, 
Among his opponents will be Britain's Allan Wells, the same age 
and the man Mennea beat to the guld medal at the 19NU Olympic 
Games in Moscow, a spokesman for the organisers said. Mennea 
has made no comment but Italian newspapers >anl his aim was at 
least to make the 4x100 or 4x400 metres relay teams at the world 
championships which open in Rome on August 29. Menneu’s 
comeback will be the second in a career which took him to four 
Olympics. He set the current world 2i«J metres record of 19.72 
seconds at the 1979 World Student Games in Mexico City and 
held the European 100 metres record from 1979 io 19S4, 

S. Korea further negotiate Pyongyang 

SEOUL (R) — South Korea is willing to accept proposals to 
transfer additional 1988 Olympic events to North Korea but wants 
Pyongyang to stop making "excessive demands.” a .senior foreign 
ministry official has said. Assistant Foreign Minister Park SiK»-Ci! 
told reporters that Seoul would discuss the games further with 
Pyongyang if it accepted last month’s proposals by the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee (IOC) President Juan Antonio Samar- 
anch. After a fourth meeting between North and South Korean 
sports officials in Switzerland last month. Samaranch said the two 
countries should respond by September 17. exactly one year 
before the games are due to start. The proposals include giving 
North Korea the women's volleyball and the men’s im> km' cycle 
road race. 
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LONDON (R) — Following were the buying and selling rates for 
leadmg world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets on Friday. 


One Sterling 1.5720/30 

One U.S. dollar 1.3240/50 

1.8813/20 
2.1180/90 
i .5615/25 
39.03/06 
6.2740/90 
1363/1364 
151.10/20 
6.5600/50 
6.875C/8800 
7.1675/1725 

One ounce of gold 461.50/462.25 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lira 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON (R) — Sellers took up where they left off Thursday, 
extending the sharp share price fails in response to the unexpected 
one point rise in U.K. base rates to 10 per cent. 

Dealers said worries ahead of a batch of U.K. economic 
statistics due soon had deepened Thursday's gloom, as had 
concern about funding recent rights issues in a railing market. 

The FTSE 100 index found strong support around 2,200 after 
fa ll in g 65 points or 2.95 per cent to a morning low of 2,1%. 4. By 
1217 GMT Friday the index rallied to 2,233.2 but drifted to 
L218.5 at 1417 GMT. a fail of 1 .93 per cent or 42.9 points on the 
day. 

The equity and government bond markets were stunned by the 
base rate rise Thursday. Some analysts construed the Bank of 
England signal for higher base rates as a possible warning that the 
trade data next week and inflation and money supply figures in 
(be next two weeks might contain unpleasant surprises. 

Most people have been apprehensive ahead of next Tuesday's 
release of June U.K. balance of payments data which is expected 
to reinforce the unexpected May trend to deficit. 
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FORECAST FOR SATURDAY. AUGUST 8. 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: This is not the day to try 
new modes of procedure. Instead, rely on familiar prac- 
tices, make a schedule early, and stick to it. Don’t let 
setbacks ruin your day. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Don't expect friends to 
pull you through today. Use your own abilities, and 
you'll accomplish much more than you thought. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Don’t be overly en- 
thusiastic today, but go along with the ideas of a 
superior. Be careful driving. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) You may want a change 
of scenery and people, but now is the time to finish up 
projects which have been waiting. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Patience wUl 
be necessary in dealing with your mate, who is in a 
troubled mood. Show your devotion. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) An exceptionally odd in- 
dividual may try to involve you in a plan which would 
be detrimental to your best interests. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Although you may be 
in a mood to procrastinate, set your jaw and muddle 
through with your daily routines. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Someone in your circle 
of associates has an eye on your assets. Be careful not 
to give them the edge they need. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) Home matters can 
become unpleasant if you go off on a tangent or try to 
force your opinions on anyone. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Don’t overreact 
to constructive criticism. Be cautious in ail communica- 
tions. and also while in motion. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Don’t postpone 
making important payments. Get necessary advice from 
those who have been successful in the past. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Keep a tight reign 
on your temper. Don't act strangely due to the instiga- 
tion of others who have foolish attitudes. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Try not to needle your 
mate today. It would not go over well. Tend only to the 
work which is immediately necessary. 

1 F YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she may 
tend to be altogether too forceful in actions and expres- 
sions and should be taught early to use self-controL A 
good education is a must since the mind is exceptional 
and your progeny could have great success. Sprats are 
a must for this energetic individual 
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KUWAIT (R) — Oil is flowing 
normally through the Gulf de- 
spite Iranian naval manoeuvres 
and fresh threats against ship- 
ping, but a 'Eid A1 Adha holiday 
has slowed down general cargo 
traffic. 

A Reuter survey of shipping 
agencies in the region, which 
supplies one-sixth of the non- 
communist world's oil imports, 
found tanker traffic through the 
Strait of Hormuz no less than 
usual since Iran started “opera- 
tion martyrdom" on Tuesday. ■ 

“All ships are moving in and 
out of the GuJf normally,” a 
Dubai-based shipping agent said. 
“They lust have to stay well dear 
of Iranian territorial waters, 
otherwise they are sailing the way 
they have for some time.” 

. More than 330 merchant ships 
have been bit in the Gulf since 
Iran and Iraq carried their war 
into shipping lanes in 1984. Cap- 
tains have long sailed through the 
waterway with caution . adjusting 
speed and sailing times to mini- 
mise risks of attack. 

The sources said the only extra 
precautions some merchant cap- 
tains were taking were to sail 
closer to the Omani side of the 
Strait of Hormuz, at the entrance 
to the Gulf, and minimise radio 
calls that might identify them and 
their position. 

Iranian naval manoeuvres are 
held several times a year and 
have not posed problems for Gulf 
shippers in the past, the sources 
said. 

The current exercises have 
caused concern since they follow 
Ir anian threats to retaliate against 
the United States and Saudi Ara- 
bian for their alleged role in the 
deaths of hundreds of 
inducting Iranians, in 
Mecca on July 31. 

Both Washington and Riyadh 
have denied responsibility, saying 
the riots were sparked by Iranian 
demonstrators. 

Normal routes into the Gulf 
through the Strait of Hormuz 
pass through international waters 
and then veer westward to avoid 
an Iraqi-declared exdusion zone. 

The top four shipping agencies 
in Dubai, a major commercial 
hub in the United Arab Emirates 


es in 


(UAE), said 17 of their vessels 
had entered or left the Gulf in the 
past 48 hours, a normal level. 

Seven to eight million barrels 
per day of crude oil exports pass 
through the Gulf, in addition to 
gas and refined products. 

Shipping sources say an aver- 
age of 30 to 40 vessels pass 
through the strait daily but num- 
bers can vary greatly,' depending 
on lifting schedules. 

Oil industry sources in Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia said loading at 
their main oil ports of Mina A1 
Ahmadj and Ras Tannurah had 
nor been hampered. 

The shipping sources said the 
only noticeable slowdown in traf- 
fic was for cargo vessels due to 
the Muslim ’Em Al Adha (Feast 
of the Sacrifice) holiday which 
began in most Gulf states on 
Tuesday at the end of the annual 
pilgrimage. 

Dubai’s Port Rashid, one of 
the region's busiest, was shut on 
Tuesday and general cargo ports 
in the region were generally 
charging overtime for berthing 
and unloading during the four-to- 
five-day break. 

To avoid extra payments, some 
cargo ship owners had delayed 
arrivals until next week, the 
sources said. 

But this was not affecting tank- 
ers. “The tanker people aren’t 
holding off in the slightest," said 
one senior shipping official in 
Knwait. “The rates are too 
good." 

Increased world demand for 
Gulf oil in the past year has 
helped push up tanker rates and a 
large queue of tankers waits for 
charter jobs outside the strait off 
the United Arab Emirates ports 
of Fujairah and Khor Fakkan. 

“Any tanker owner who hesi- 
tated would immediately have 10 
competitors fighting to fill his 
place,” said the official. 

The sources said there were 40 
tankers waiting off Fujairah and 
about 25 off Khor Fakkan Thurs- 
day — the same level as last 
week. 

They are either waiting for 
charter jobs, using services from 
the two ports, or acting as float- 
ing storage. 


Meanwhile, the rise in world oil 
prices reflects mounting tension 
in the Gntf but ignores what oil 
analysts say could soon be an 
oversupplied market. 

They said the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) is pumping more than 18 
million barrels a day fb/d), far 
above a self-imposed production 
ceiling of 16.6 million b/d. 

"Because of problems in the 
Gulf, prices are probably trading 
S2 above fundamentals in the 
market," said Ms. Christine Bak- 
er of London brokers Greenwell 
Montagu. 

“We need to look ahead from 
this price level and ask what will 
happen in a month or so," she 
said. 

The price of Britain's North 
Sea Brent crude oil, a market 
benchmark, has been firm for the 

K st month on fears supply could 
disrupted in the Gulf. 

Prices hit nearly $21 a barrel 
after violence last Friday in Mec- 
ca in which Saudi Arabia said 
more than 400 people, 275 of 
them Iranian pilgrims, were kil- 
led. Brent Thursday traded 
around $19.80 a barrel. 

Analysts say higher prices 
mask the fact that some OPEC 
producers are exceeding quotas 
by amount^ which could even- 
tually outstrip demand and de- 
press the market 
A recent Reuter survey, and 
the International Energy Agency, 
each put OPECs July production 
well above its ceiling at 18.2 
million b/d. Some industry 
sources say output has risen 
further. 

That worries some OPEC 
members. Saudi Arabia, Indone- 
sia and Venezuela have been 
urging other OPEC members not 
to grow complacent over high 
prices and to stop exceeding their 
quotas. 

‘ “Let’s not see OPEC countries 
competing to raise production be- 
cause of higher prices as that will 
result in adding to stocks which 
can be used against us later," 
Indonesian Oil Minister Subroto 
told reporters two days ago. 

The Venezuelan oil minister, 
Mr. Arturo Hernandez Grisanti, 
made a similar call earlier. 


World Bank cuts off credit to Peru 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
World Bank has effectively cut 
off credit to Peru by downgrading 
the status of its loans to the 
country after repayments became 
long overdue, a bank official said 
Thursday. 

The official, who asked not to 
be identified, said the bank, a 
major lender to developing na- 
tions, took the action on 
Monday. 

Peru was more than six mouths 
late in payments of interest and 
principal on $1.07 billion of loans 
it owes the bank, the official said. 

Peru, which owes foreign credi- 
tors roughly $14 billion, has 
steadily hardened its line over its 
foreign debt and has vowed to 
keep debt repayments to 10 per 
cent of its export earnings. Bank- 
ers, though, believe Peru's pay- 
ments actually come closer to 15 
per cent of export earnings. 

The World Bank official said 


the agency had put loans to Peru 
on a so-called non-accrual basis, 
under which late payments are 
•not presumed to be -part of- the 
bank's income. 

The action means that the 
Washington-based bank suspends 
disbursements on any current 
loans to the country and breaks 
off negotiations for fresh credits. 

The official did not disclose 
how much money, if any, was 
affected, but the action draws the 
credit noose round the Peruvian 
economy even tighter. 

At June 30, Peru was more 
than six months overdue on $69 
million, which has accordingly 
been deducted from World Bank 
income. 

The World Bank never stretch- 
es out repayments of loans to 
debtor nations, a process known 
as rescheduling which has been 
the linchpin at the strategy for 
shoring up the shaky Third World 


debt held by U.S. and other 
commercial banks. 

Peruvian President Alan Gar- 
cia recently - nationalised the 
banking sector, excluding foreign 
banks, m a move aimed at captur- 
ing the political high ground from 
the extremist guemUa group Sen- 
dero Luminoso (Shining Path). 

He is also stimulating the eco- 
nomy in a move analysts think 
may lead to an upsurge of infla- 
tion. 

Peru has all but severed rela- 
tions with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), the 
World Bank’s sister agency which 
also does not tolerate late pay- 
ments except by the world's 
poorest nations. 

The IMF last August declared 
Peru ineligible for future credit 
after Peru was late on payments 
of $166 million it owes the global 
lending agency. 


U.S. weighs 
further limits 
on Iran trade 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
Washington is considering further 
restricting its veiy limited trade 
with Iran to ensure nothing that 
can be adapted to military use, 
such as scuba gear, is sold to 
Tehran, U.S. officials said 
Thursday. 

The officials, who asked not to 
be identified, said the likely move 
would be discussed by senior offi- 
cials from several U.S. govern- 
ment departments. 

The United States last year 
sold Iran goods worth only $35 
million but has become con- 
cerned over Tehran’s ability to 
adapt the most innocuous items 
for military use. 

The officials, however, con- 
ceded that further restrictions on 
trade would have little effect. 

“Instead of buying scuba gear 
from Michigan, they*!! get it from 
Japan,” one said. 

Scuba gear — for frogmen who 
could fix limpet mines to shipping 
threatened in the seven-year 
Iran- Iraq war — is among several 
items Washington is considering 
withholding from Iran, the offi- 
cials said. 

“Most of the rest is stuff you 
can pick up in any dime store,” 
one said. 

Die officials said the inter- 
agency meeting would have to 
come up with a definition of 
banned goods that did not violate 
a 1981 agreement with Iran in 
which each side promised not to 
impose trade embargoes on the 
other. 

The so-called Algiers accord 
ended the 444-day captivity in 
Iran of 52 Americans taken hos- 
tage when the U.S. embassy in 
Tehran was taken over in protest 
against a decision to allow the 
ousted Shah of Iran into the 
United States for medical treat- 
ment in 1979. 

U.S. imports from Iran 
amounted to just over $600 mil- 
lion last year, most of it crude oQ 
bought by commercial companies 
on the spot market, officials said. 

The united States has for 
several years sought to limit 
world arms sales to Iran under 
“operation staunch” because, un- 
like Iraq, Iran has refused to 
negotiate an end to the Gulf war. 

However, Washington 
breached its own arms embargo 
through clandestine weapons 
sales to Tehran in a bid to free 
American hostages held by pro- 
Iranian groups m Lebanon. The 
revelation of the sales led to 
President Reagan’s worst foreign 
policy crisis. 

The officials said consideration 
of tighter export controls on 
goods bound tor Iran stemmed 
from virulent Defence Depart- 
ment opposition to a $900,000 
computer sale to Tehran last 
March. 

The state and commerce de- 
partments permitted the sale af- 
ter an investigation that they said 
showed there was no way the 
computers could be adapted to 
military use. 

The Pentagon, however, was 
profoundly irritated by the sale 
because the computers went to 
the official Iranian news agency 
IRNA and a government press 
office. 
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White House see: 

lower 
higher 

WASHINGTON (R) — The White House has rohed 
back growth estimates, but believes the American 
economy will continue to expand through 1988 and 
no recession is in sight. 



Mr. Beryl Sprinkel, chairman 
of the president’s Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisers, told a news con- 
ference Thursday that the admi- 
nistration had revised slightly 
downward its growth projection 
for next year to 3.5 per cent from 
the 3.7 per cent estimated in 
January. 

He also said the administration 
was forecasting higher inflation 
and interest rates in 1987 and 
1988 than it had previously pre- 
dicted. 

The inflation rare, as measured 
by consumer price rises, will be 
4.8 per cent this year and 4.4 per 
cent in 1988, compared to earlier 
estimates of 3.8 per cent and 3.6 
per cent, respectively, he said. 

The slower-than-anticipated 
growth rate will reduce govern- 
ment revenues while higher infla- 
tion will increase federal spend- 
ing levels to cover the higher cost 
of goods. 

In addition, the higher interest 
rates will boost the cost of bor- 
rowing money at a time when the 
federal government has a debt of 
about $2.2 trillion. 

The White House did not re- 
lease new estimates for the feder- 
al budget deficit and Mr. Sprinkel 
declined to comment on the mat- 
ter. leaving that for later this 
month when a complete mid- 
session review of the economy 
mid the federal budget is to be 
published. 

But White House Budget 
Director James Miller recently 
estimated the 1987 deficit at ab- 
out $155 billion, and the deficit 
for 1988 is expected to be $108 
billion, the target set for federal 
red ink in a 1985 budget-balanc- 
ing law. 

This compares to an estimate 
of $173.2 billion for 1987 in the 

S esi dent's January budget and a 
21 billion deficit recorded in 
1986. 

Because the president has said 
he is against any new taxes or cuts 
in the defence budget during the 
1988 fiscal year, which begins on 
Oct. 1, the administration will 
have to come with additional 
domestic spending cuts to meet 
the $108 billion deficit target. 

Particularly in the months be- 
fore a presidential election year, 
compiling new targets for domes- 
tic spending cuts is a challenging 
task for any political body. 

Perhaps m recognition of the 
challenge presented to the White 
House budget writers by the new 
fiscal 1988 economic projections, 
the White House recently asked 
all federal agencies to try to come 
up with ways to cut an extra $10 
billion to $15 billion from current 
spending levels. 

Despite the tough task awaiting 
the budget writers in the next few 
weeks, Mr. Sprinkel was general- 
ly optimistic about the economic 
outlook. 


Meanwhile, a key House of 
Representatives committee 
Thursday approved a $13.2 bil- 
lion foreign aid bill, cutting Presi- 
dent Reagan's request by $2.7 
billion. 

President Reagan sought S15.9 
billion — much "of it in military 
aid — a 14 per cent increase from 
1987. 

The House Appropriations 
Committee left President 
Reagan’s largest requests — for 
Israel and Egypt — intact but 
sliced his requests to fund milit- 
ary assistance around the world. 

Democrats, who control the 
committee, said the cuts were 
necessary as part of overall 
efforts in Congress to reduce the 
huge federal deficit, and they 
criticised the administration for 
submitting what they called an 
unrealistic budget request. 

In the $13.2 billion bill, the 
committee approved President 
Reagan's request for S3 billion in 
economic aia and military aid for 
Israel, and $2.1 billion for Egypt. 
The two countries together 
amount to more than 40 per cent 
of the bill's spending. 

The panel delayed until Jan. 
15, 1988. the availability of $340 
million in aid to Pakistan, while 
the House decides whether to 
stop U.S. assistance to Islambad 
because of its refusal to accept 
nuclear non-proliferation agree- 
ments. 

U.S. aid to Pakistan is contin- 
gent on Islamabad's assurance it 
is not building a nuclear bomb, 
although mounting independent 
evidence says it is pursuing a 
nuclear programme. 

The committee also held in 
reserve the $105 million President 
Reagan had earlier indicated he 
would seek for the Nicaraguan 
contra rebels. Should his newly- 
announced peace plan, fail, the 
White House has said he may 
seek $140 million. 

Also provided was $284 million 
in aid to the Philippines, nearly 
$700 million for the Central 
American democracies, and ab- 
out $200 million for sub-Saharan 
Africa. 

The committee allocated $340 
million for Greece, down from 
President Reagan's request of 
$434 million, and $490 million for 
Turkey, far lower than the $910 
million Reagan request. 

A parallel House foreign aid 
authorisation bill approved ear- 
lier did not specifically earmark 
funds for Pakistan and cut a $50 
million request for development 
aid to India because some mem- 
bers complained of India’s friend- 
ly ties to Nicaragua and the 
Soviet Union. 

The Senate is also working on 
its own foreign aid bills and the 
two legislative bodies must reach 
a compromise budget before 
sending it to President Reagan ■ 
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“This stuff restores the shine to old 
furniture. Got anything that will restore 
the shine to an old marriage?" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
fourenfinary words. 
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WHAT (JUNIOR SAIP 
ABOUT THE SAME, 

| AFTER MOM MAE7E 
HIM A NEW BASE- 
BALL UNIFORM. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


• rrsmi TIIIIT ’uP 


Yesterday’s- 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; FEIGN BANAL SYSTEM HELPER 
Answer 


'the 
! WAS 


hired her as his assistant — 
HALF-SISTER 











Deto: Philippines shakier than before 


MANILA (R) — Defence Secretary Rafael Heto 
described the Philippines Friday as more unstable 
than in 1972 when former President Ferdinand 
Marcos imposed martial law to curb widespread 
crieme and violence. 


Gunmen assassinated a govern- 
ment minister last Sunday, Com- 
munist hit squads have killed 
about 50 police in Manila this 
year and newspapers have re- 
ported that prominent govern- 
ment and military leaders's 
names are on rebel hit lists. 

“In 1972, the threat was not as 
large as we have now. It has 
increased,” Gen. Ueto said in an 
interview. 

Police are groping for dues to 
the murder of Local Government 
Secretary Jaime Ferrer and his 
driver driver outside the minis- 
ter’s home on Sunday night. Gen. 
Ileto said it was undear whether 
the shooting was the work of the 
left, the right or a disgruntled 
official. 

Gen. Deto, defence secretary 
since last November when Presi- 


dent Corazon Aquino fired Juan 
Ponce Enrile for links to a coup 

£ , said the military and police 
ed vital moral support from 
the people and money from the 
government. 

“The threat to stability is grea- 
ter than in 1972 and, at the same 
time, the budget for the police 
and the military has gone down,” 
he said. 

He said the military and police 
budgets made up 7.2 per cent of 
die national budget, compared to 
22 per cent in 1973 just after 
martial law was declared. 

He shrugged off reports that 
his name was on a rebel hit list. 
Communist hit squads — called 
‘‘Sparrows” because of their swift 
attacks and escape — have 
claimed responsibility for half of 
about 50 policemen killed on 


Manila streets since January. 

“We would expect it. Anyway, 
if Fm not included and (my col- 
leagues) are. something is wron£ 
with me. I would feel insulted, 1 
Gen. Deto said. 

He said a certain amount of 
instability was to be expected as 
the new constitutional system in- 
troduced last month found its 
bearings. 


a dictatorship and for them mar- 
tial law is seen as iust a stepping 
stone to dictatorship." 

Gen. Deto raid Communist re- 
bels had lost public support be- 
cause of the “Sparrow* killing, 
which he called an unsuccessful 
tenor campaign, a “psychological 
war." 

President Aquino said Friday 
the murder of Mr. Ferrer under- 
lined the serious challenges facing 


Sikh extremists kill 
14 Hindus in Punjab 


“The chances for chaos and — 
anarchy are greater under a truly the government, but she vowed 
democratic system ... if we say not to adopt the tactics of her 
‘jet’s damp down on this whole opponents. 


thing and shortcut the democratic 
process,’ maybe we could solve 
these crimes, but we would have 
to sacrifice a principle,” he said. 

Gen. Deto said the Philippine 
people, in any case, would not 
stand for another period of mar- 
tial law. Marcos, now in exile in 
Hawaii after being toppled by 
Mrs. Aquino last year in a civi- 
lian-backed military revolt, ruled 
for 20 years, nine of those under 
martial law. 

“People have just knocked off 


‘Can we have order without 
tyranny and peace without 
oppression? Must democracy 
fight with the weapons of its 
enemies, with treachery and 
cowardice?" Mrs Aquino said at 
a memorial service for Mr. 
Ferrer. 

Extra bodyguards have been 
assigned to top officials after a 
congressional leader and the elec- 
tion commission chief received 
death threats from Communist 
and Muslim guerrillas. 


Britain’s SDP votes for 
merger; Owen resigns 


LONDON (R) — Thursday’s 
vote by members of Britain’s 
Soda! Democratic Party (SDP) 
dears the way for a merger with 
their electoral allies the Liberals: 

But the two groups, badly defe- 
ated in the June general election, 
still have some way to go before 
they unite as a single opposition 
party. 

Rejecting the advice of their 
leader David Owen, Social 
Democrats voted by 57.4 per cent 
to 42.6 in favour of merging with 
the Liberals. Mr. Owen resigned 
within an hour of the result 

“This is far from being an 
overwhelming endorsement for a 
merger,” be said on television, 
adding he would remain a Social 
Democratic member of parlia- 
ment representing his constituen- 
cy in Plymouth, South west Eng- 
land. 

“I will continue to lead the 
campaign for Social Democracy 
and I will work with Social Demo- 
crats, in parliament and in the 
country, who wish to do die 
same,” he said. 

Liberal leader David Steel cal- 
led Mr. Owen's attitude to a 
merger “profoundly mistaken.” 
Mr. Steel has been promoting the 
merger since the June ballot, 
when the Alliance won just 22 of 
the 650 seats in parliament. 

Mr. Steel, also speaking on 
television, said the SDP ballot 
produced “a very substantial ex- 


pression of support by the gras- 
sroot membership of the SDP for 
the democratic fusion in a new 
party.” 

He said an effective movement 
was needed to challenge the Con- 
servatives led by Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher at the next 
general election in four years. 

But several hurdles must be 
cleared first. 

Mr. Owen’s supporters have a. 
majority in the SOP'S executive, 
which will appoint a commission 
to draw up a constitution for the 
unified party and to lead negotia- 
tions with the Liberals. 

A Liberal membership ballot 
mil be held this autumn after the 
each party bolds its annual con- 
ference. 

The SDP’s policy-making 
Council for Social Democracy is 
scheduled to take its decision in 
January, when a two-thirds- 
majority will be needed for con- 
stitutional change. 

Final approval has then to be 
sought from the party mem- 
bership in a further ballot. 

Mr. Steel said he expected uni- 
fication to be completed by next 
spring. 

He cast doubt Thursday on his 
willingness to stand for leadership 
of a merged party, saying: “I take 
the view that there is a strong 
case for somebody who is not 
David Steel or David Owen.” 


Commonwealth Press Union 
attacks U.K. ban on spy book 


Chernobyl victims survived 
large radiation doses — doctor 


CHICAGO (R) — The Cher- 
nobyl nuclear accident showed 
that h umans can survive higher 
doses of radiation than once 
thought possible if they receive 
proper medical treatment, an 
American researcher has said. 

Doctor Robert Gale, a bone 
marrow transplant specialist wbo 
went to the Soviet union to treat 
victims of the April 1986 disaster, 
said Thursday there were three 
medical lessons to be learned 
from the accident: 

“First, nuclear accidents are far 
more complex than imagined. In- 
vestigators are just now begin- 
ning appropriate computer 
simulations of accidents of the 
Chernobyl magnitude and com- 
plexity. 

“Second, immediate medical 
interventions vary in their effec- 
tiveness and limitations. 

“Third, humans can survive 
considerably greater exposure to 
radiation than anticipated, which 
is not surprising in view of recent 
advances in supportive care, anti- 
biotics and transfusons.” 

The accident killed 31 people 
and injured nearly 500. 
Thousands were evacuated from 
areas of the Ukraine contamin- 
ated by the explosion and fire in 
die nuclear reactor. 

Dr. Gale said die deaths and 
injuries might have been much 
higher had not prevailing winds 
kept radioactive particles away 
from the cities of Kiev ana 
Pripyat. 


He said it also helped that the 
accident happened at a time most 
people were indoors and there 
was no rain or snow. 

“Intensive supportive care was* 
associated with a higher rate of 
survival in most individuals re- 
ceiving less than 600 rad of 
whole-body radiation,” Dr. Gale 
said in an article in the Journal of 
the American Medical Associa- 
tion. 

“It is impossible to know what 
proportion of these individuals 
would have survived i£ no treat- 
ment were given ... nevertheless, 
it is highly likely that such mea- 
sures as the use of systemic anti- 
biotics, gastrointestinal’ tract de- 
contamination and platelet trans- 
fusions can save lives." 

Dr. Gale said more than 100 
victims “received a dose in excess 
of 100 rad, and more than 35 
persons received a dose exceed- 
ing 500 rad. The proposed 50 per 
cent lethal dose within 60 days is 
450 rad." 

Most of those who died, includ- 
ing 11 who received bone marrow 
transplants, succumbed to skin 
bums and damage to internal 
organs. Dr. Gale said. 

“It is certain that bone marrow 
transplantation can save only a 
small proportion of victims of 
radiation accidents,” he said. 

More than 90 per cent of those 
injured in the accident axe now 
well and most have been dis- 
charged from treatment, he said. 


LONDON (AP) — Government 
moves to stop newspapers pub- 
lishing extracts from Spycatcber, 
the memoris of retired British 
intelligence agent Peter Wright 
are shackling press freedom, the 
Commonwealth Press Union has 
said. 

“The public cannot enjoy its 
right of free speech fully if the 
freedom of the press is shackled 
as it now is," said Lord Ardwick 
of Barnes, chairman of the orga- 
nisation’s Press Freedom Com- 
mittee. 

The threat of prosecution by 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er’s government under the sweep- 
ing powers of Britain's Official 
Secrets Act has prevented pub- 
lication of the book in this coun- 
try, but it was published in the 
United States last month. 

The government has done no- 
thing to stop copies of the book 
being brought into Britain but has 


obtained injunctions prohibiting 
newspapers from publishing ex- 
tracts from it in England. 

The government, meanwhile, 
is waiting for an Australian court 
to rule on whether Spycatcber 
can be published there and it has 
warned Canadian publishers 
Stoddart Publishing that it may 
try to sue for any profits made 
from sales of the book there. 

In a ruling in London last 
week, the Law Lords of the 
House of Lords, who comprise 
the highest court in the land, 
upheld an injunction obtained 
earlier by the government ban- 
ning newspapers in this country 
from reporting verbatim extracts 
from Spycatcher. 

At the same time, the Law 
Lords by a 3-2 majority extended 
the ban, saying English newspap- 
ers also most not report proceed- 
ings held in open court in the 
hearing in Australia. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOHEH 
AMD OMAH SHAHIF 
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Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
4A74 
99 

0Q76 
♦ QJ 10873 
EAST 
*103 
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WEST 
4J98 
9 A Q 10 S S 
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*A 


*54 
SOUTH 
4KQ652 
94 

6KJ5 
+ K962 
The bidding: 

North East South 

Pass Pass 1 * 

2* 49 Pass 

4 * Pass , Pass 

Paw Paw Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of * 


North America has lagged be- 
hind Europe in teaching bridge to 
young persons. At one point, ad- 
ministrators Of the game believed 
that to teach schoolchildren bridge 
would be Inviting them to ignore 
homework in favor of the card 
game. Experience has shown that 
if children don’t want to study, 
they don't need bridge to lure than 
away from their lessons. Besides, 
bridge has valuable attributes for 


YOU’RE NEVES TOO YOUNG 

young people. Along with honing 
their mathematical skills, the part- 
nership aspects teach them to 
work with other people. Now that 
the American Contract Bridge 
League has set up a Bridge Educa- 
tion department, perhaps we can 
look forward soon to more bridge 
in schools. 

At the recent Summer North 

American Championships in To- 
ronto, one of the youngest players 
was 13-year-old Andrew Moss of 
New York. His mother, Gail 
Greenbeig, Is a many-time world 
champion and his father, Mike 
Moss, is a well-known tournament 
player. He came up with spariding 
defense on this deal. 

As the card lay, Andrew’s four- 
heart contract was headed for a 
one-trick set. When the opponents 
bid to four spades, he elected to 
double rather than compete 
further. 

Andrew led his ace of dubs, and 
now he had to score a quick dub 
ruff if he was going to beat the con- 
tract. He continued with the ace of 
diamond*, looking for & signal 
should his partner hold the king. 
East followed with a low diamond. 
Showing the aplomb of a veteran, 
he coolly underied his ace of 
hearts. East won the king of hearts 
and had no difficulty in returning a 
dub Andrew for to ruff. 


West 

29 

Paaa 

DM 


Thousands of Panamanians 1 
demand Noriega’s resignation 


PANAMA CITY, Panama (AP) — l 
Tens of thousands of protesters 
screaming for democracy forced 
the capital's financial district to 
dose as they marched in an anti-, 
government demonstration said 
to be the largest yet. 

“Long live Panama, down with 
Noriega," they yelled in unison 
Thursday while waving white 
handkerchiefs and flags, a tradi- 
tional form of protest in Panama . 

There was a party-like atmos- 


phere as the protesters, who in- 
cluded both rich and poor, co- 
vered eight blocks of the Via 
Espana thoroughfare and sur- 
rounding streets. White rolls of 
paper and white confetti flattered 
m the air, thrown from terraces of 
apartment buildings, banks and 
hotels. 


“We want justice," they cried. 
An elderly man standing near- 
by added, “and the democracy." 


CHANDIGARH, India (R) — 
Sikh gunmen shot dead 14 Hin- 
dus in two attacks in the north 
Indian state of Punjab, police 
said. 

Gunmen on two motor scoo- 
ters asked for Hindu homes near 
Majitha village outside Amritsar, 
broke down doors and shot 12 
occupants with automatic rifles. 

Extremists also killed two Hin- 
dus near Tam Taran town, police 
in the state capital Chandigarh 
said. 

G unm en have killed 19 Hindus 
in the past 24 hours in attacks* 
which police said were aimed at 
provoking a backlash from 


mnKjrity-Hmdus-in the state. Ex- 
tremists shot dead five Hind u car 
passengers near the Sikh holy city 
Amritsar Thursday. 

Hindu and Communist parties 
in the city called a strike there 
Friday to protest against the 
shootings. 

Police said they expected furth- 
er attacks after receiving intelli- 
gence reports that some extremist 
gangs had acquired new Chincse- 
.maae assault rifles. The extrem- 
ists want to set up an independent 

Sikh state in Punjab. 

Their campaign has cost 711 
lives so far this year compared 
with 640 in aD of 1986. 


12,000 scientists reportedly 
refuse SDI research funds 


URBANA, IDinois (AP) — 
Some 7,000 U.S. scientists have 
pledged to refuse research funds 
linked to the “Star Wars" de- 
fence system proposed by the 
administration of President 
Ronald Reagan, a physicist says. 

So far, 12,000 scientists worl- 
dwide have joined the opposition 
to the Strategic Defence Initiative 
(SDI), John B. Kogut of the 
University of Illinois reported in 
Friday's Journal of the American 
Medical Association. 

“It is important that the prog' 
ra mm e not reach a ‘critical, 
mass,’ above which it will assume 
a life of its own regardless of its 
feasibility,'** said Kogut, who 
helped start the boycott in 1985- 

In Washington, a Defence De- 
partment spokesman said the 
boycott had had little impact. 

The SDI research programme 
is aimed at developing lasers and 
other exotic weapons that could 
be deployed on the ground or in 
space to automatically shoot 


down missiles fired at the United 
States. 

Mr. Reagan proposed the mul- 
ti billion-dollar SDI project in 
1983, saying he wanted to see if 
American scientists could de- 
velop a system capable of knock- 
ing down a Soviet nadear strike, 
thus making atomic weapons 
obsolete. 


The 12,000 scientists worl- 
dwide who have signed a pledge 
not to accept “Star Wars" re- 
search funds include 7,000 in the 
United States, 3,000 in Japan and 
1,000 in England, Kogut said in 
an interview Thursday. Among 
them are 21 Nobel laureates in 
chemistry and physics, be said. 


The pledge contends that a 
complete “Star Wars" defence is 
impossible, and that anything Less 
.will encourage the deployment of 
more nadear weapons and in- 
crease the chance for nudear 
holocaust, he said. 


Nakasone will not visit 
shrine honouring war dead 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Minister 
Yasuhiro Nakasone will not make 
a visit to the shrine honouring 
Japan’s war dead for the second 
year running in deference to in- 
ternational sentiment, a senior 
cabinet minister said Friday. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Masa- 
harn Go tod a said that because of 
the feelings of neighbouring na- 
tions, Mr. Nakasone would not 
visit Yasukuni Shrine on Aug. I5i 
42nd anniversary of the end of 
World War H. 

Seven Japanese leaders hanged 


as war criminals by die allies are 
among the 2.5 million war dead 
enshrined there. 

Last year, Mr. Nakasone scrap- 
ped a planned visit after strong 
critidsm from China, South 
Korea, and other Asian coun- 
tries. The year before, he became 
the first post-war prime minister 
to make an official visit, though 
most predecessors made unoffi- 
cial ones. 

The Shinto religious shrine 
next to the Imperial Palace in 
central Tokyo was founded in 
1869. 


4 Japanese admit selling 
documents to Soviets, Chinese 


TOKYO (AP) — Four Japanese 
men admitted in court that they 
had sold stolen U.S. military 
documents to Soviet and Chinese 
buyers, a lawyer defending one of 
the accused said. 

On the first day of their trial in 
foe Tokyo district court, the four 
men admitted to charges of theft 
and purchase of stolen goods, 
said lawyer Yoshito Nagai. 

The defendants, all around age* 
60, are accused of stealing 
documents on maintenance of 
U.S. military planes from the 
U.S. Air Force Base in Yokbta, 
west of Tokyo. The men, who 


were arrested in May, allegedly 
sold the documents to a Soviet 
government official in Tokyo and 
a Chinese official in China. 

The U.S. documents had been 
declassified. Mr. Nagai said. 

Japan has no anti -espionage 
laws. The maximum sentence tor 
theft is 10 years imprisonment. 
For the purchase of stolen goods, 
it is 10 years imprisonment and a 
200,000) yen (51,330) fine. 

Hiroshi Osomi *s charged with 
stealing documents from the 
Yokota Air Base library, where 
he worked. He admitted to hav- 
ing stolen the documents. 


Pravda attacks Reagan’s Central American peace plan 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
Soviet Communist Party news- 
paper Pravda said Friday U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan’s Cen- 
tral American peace plan did not 
aim for an authentic solution to 
conflicts in the region. 

The plan, announced by Mr. 
Reagan on Wednesday, includes 
calls for an immediate ceasefire 
and free elections in Nicaragua 
and an end to Soviet-Bloc aid to 
the Sand inis ta government. 

“If you look closely at this 
plan, you find it pursues aims 
which have little in common with 
and 'authentic solution to the 
Central American crisis,” Pravda 
said in an article by commentator 
Vitaly Kononov. 

He said a crisis had developed 
in Central America because of 
the military efforts of the Reagan 
administration, and Pentagon 
and Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) support for anti-govern- 
ment forces in Nicaragua. 

“Does this new ‘plan’ remove 
this main obstacle to a peaceful 
settlement of the conflict? In my 
opinion, it does not,” Korionov 
said. “In short, it demands some 
kind of capitulation from Man- 
agua...” 

He said opposition groups in 
Nicaragua had apparently wel- 
comed the U.S. plan because 
they believed Managua would re- 
ject it and more pressure could 
then be put on Washington to 
allocate more funds to the anti- 
government contra rebels. 

Nicaragua's President Daniel 
Ortega has called for direct talks 
on the plan and said that if this 
call was rejected, the U.S. prop- 
osals would be revealed as a 
propaganda ploy to justify more 
ranomg for rebels fighting the 
government and posable direct 


U.S. intervention. 

The United States rejected Mr. 
Ortega's call Thursday and Cen- 
tral American leaders meeting in 
Guatemala said they would pro- 
ceed with discussions of alterna- 
tive peace proposals by President 
Oscar Arias of Costa Rica. 

Mr. Arias said democracy was 
the key to ending the region's 
three guerrilla wars — in Nicar- 
agua, El Salvador and Guate- 
mala. 

While Central American presi- 
dents continue peace talks here, 
Nicaraguan rebels have been 
bolding court just half a block 
away and submitting proposals of 
their own to the Guatemalan 
government. 

The leaders of Guatemala, 
Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras 
and El Salvador Thursday for- 
mally opened a meeting to discuss 
a peace plan drawn up by Mr. 
Anas. 


The initiative calls for a cease- 
fire, arms reduction and a plan 
for democracy in the region and 
the five leaders are meeting for 
the first time in 15 months to 
discuss it. 

A major stumbling block to 
agreement has been U.S. funding 
for the Nicaraguan contra rebels. 
On Wednesday, the Reagan 
adminis tration announced a plan 
to cease funding in return for 
co mmi tments on democracy. 


As the presidents gathered 
Thursday, five top contra leaders 
flew in to Guatemala City and set 
up camp in the Hotel Fiesta, jast 
half a block from the Hotel Cami- 
no Real where the summit is 
taking place. 

The leaders — Adolfo Calero, 
commander of the largest anti- 
Sandinista group, Alfonso Robe- 


lo, Joaquin Chamorro, Azucena 
Ferrey and Aristides Sanchez — 
delivered a letter asking Guate- 
malan President Vinido Cerezo 
to allow the rebels to set up a 
public relations office here. 

The appearance of the contras* 
political leaders caused a stir, 
particularly when one official 
appeared at a packed news con- 
ference given by Nicaraguan 
President Daniel Ortega to 
spread the word of the contra 
presence. 

Asked what he would say to 
Mr. Ortega if he met him in the 
lobby the Camino Real, Mr. 
Calero said: “They probably 
wouldn’t let me in, but if. I saw 
him I would wave and say, *we’re 
waiting."’ 

U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz may visit Central America 
next month to promote President 
Reagan's peace initiative, even 
though he turned aside Nicar- 
agua's request for bilateral talks. 

Administration officials, 
speaking on condition they not be 
named, said Thursday that Mr. 
Shultz has made no firm commit- 
ment to make the visit and will 
not go before a planned vacation 
ends in early September. 

The administration has been 
bit with criticism that the presi- 
dent's initiative is merely a ploy 
to get Congress to renew aid to 
the contra rebels fighting the lef- 
tist Sandinista government. 

A visit by Mr. Shultz to the. 
region would underscore the 
seriousness of the administra- 
tion's purpose, the officials said. 

The possibility ofa Shultz trip 
was disclosed as th& peace plan 
hit a snag just 24 hours after it 
was proposed Wednesday. 

Mr. Shultz all but ruled out a 


proposal by Mr. Ortega for bi- 
lateral talks on the plan. 

“I think it is critical to establish 
that there is no way the United 
States: would want to sit' down 
with Nicaragua to decade what is 
right for Central America.. That 
has to be done by all the Central 
American countries,” the secret- 
ary said. 

Mr. Ortega, arriving Thursday 
in Guatemala City, said: “If the 
United States rejects direct talks 
with us, the whole thing is a 
sham, a publicity stunt designed 
to impress whoever they think is 
guffibe enough.’’ 1 .. 

Mr. Ortega had called for an 
“unconditional dialogue” with 
the United States on the Reagan 
plan, which offers Nicaragua an 
end to contra aid in return for 
Sandinista implementation of a 
ceasefire and democratic reform, 
among other measures, tty Sept. 
30. . 

Mr. Ortega's proposal was con- 
sistent with Nicaragua’s long- 
standing position that the United 
States is responsible for the 
armed struggle in his country and 
that bilateral talks axe die only 
hope for a solution. 

The United States and Nicar- 
agua held a series of peace talks 
in the latter half of 1984 but that 
was suspended by the 
. administration in January 
1985. There have been no sub- 
stantive negotiations since. 

Mr. Shultz left the door slightly 
ajar to talks with Nicaragua, 
saying the United States is willing 
to confer with all countries in- 
volved in the peace process. 

But be said that option would' 
■be pursued only if it would adv- 
ance the goal of a regional solu- 
tion to Central America's prob- 
lems. 4 
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Actor Sean Penn released from jaB 


the 


BRIDGEPORT, California (R) — Actor Sean Pfcan has left 
tiny fan in this California desert town where tewas serving 
60-dav sentence for punching a film extra. Penn, 26, entered toe 
iafl last Friday night and was allowed to leave tocoatoue work <m 
Judgment in Berlin, a movie being made * 

spokeswoman for the Mono County Sheriff sad Penn trad itocfe 
return to his 40-doIIar-a-day rent-a-cell near the endof the month. 
With good behaviour, she said, he coold complete ms sentence m 
four weeks. Penn, husband of rock star Madonna, was convicted 
of punching a film extra during a break in the makmg of the film 
Colors. Madonna did not visit Penn during bis sunt in Bridgeport, 
a crp all co mmuni ty near the Yoseurite National Park. 


Rare aniipflfa traded Illegally in China 


PEKING (AP) — Rare monkeys, snakes and other animals as 
well as animal skins and skeletons are regularly bought and sold in 
the marketplace in a southern Chinese city, despite government 
protection of the animals and ban on such trade, a leading 
Chinese newspaper reported Friday. Nanning, the capital of the 
Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region, remains a centre for trade 
in such rare and protected animals as the white-headed Langur 
monkey and pangolin, or scaly an tea ter, the Economic Daily 
reported Friday. The paper said rare speaes of monkeys, 
including the white-headed Langur that is indigenous to Guangxi, 
were selling for 150 to 200 yuan ($40 to $54) on the streets, of 
N anning . An accompanying photo showed about 10 pangolin 
sale. Stores in N anning ’s commercial district were full of skins a 
skeletons of every kind, as well as live snakes, monkeys' claws and 
dried monkey and frog meat, it said. Other rare animals on the 
market included the Raccoon dog, owl, python, and giant lizard, 
the paper said. Most of the animals were captured by local 
residents from nearby mountains and sold to private vendors wbo 
brought than into the city, it said. 


Gon-totting robber kills 3, hurts 1 


PEKING (AP) — An armed street peddler robbed and killed 
another peddler, then shot dead a factory worker and wounded a 
police officer who gave chase, a leading Chinese newspaper 
reported Friday. Cben Qingming, a street peddler from Xicnang, 
Sichuan province, was caught by a group of citizens led by the 
wounded police officer in a busy shopping district of Chengdu, 
also in Sichuan province, the Worker's Daily said. The newspaper 
gave this account of the incident, which began late in the 
afternoon. Chen took a taxi to pick up another peddler, Yang 
Xocwen, wbo got into the cab with a heavy bag frill of money. The 
two told the driver, Liao Zhflan, to take them to the city’s south 
railroad station, where they planned to change the money into 
more valuable foreign exchange certificates used mainly by 
foreigners. On the way, Chen shot and killed Yang, then forced 
the driver at gunpoint to take him to the outskirts of the city. 
Instead, Liao headed for Chengdu's downtown section and, when 
fie saw a police officer, stopped the car and jumped out, shouting: 
“arrest the criminal.” Chen shot Liao, wounding him in the hand, 
and tried to escape. A crowd of people, led by police officer So 
Ronggui and a young factory worker gave chase. Chen again 
opened fire, killing the factory worker, Du Qingtin, and wound- 
ing Su in the forehead. The paper did not say whether Cben stiO 
was being held, whether charges were filed against him or give 
any other details of the case. 


Popular resort invaded by jellyfish 


PEKING (AP) — An invasion of jellyfish at a popular Chinese 
beach resort has killed one person and injured more than 1,500 
swimmers since late July, the state-run China Daily reported 
Friday. The report said a 25-year-old woman died from jellyfish 
stings on July 29 after being admitted to a hospital in Beidaihe, a 
summer resort about 300 kilometres north east of Peking. On the 
same day, 166 swimmers were treated at the emergency room of 
the Beidaihe People's Hospital for jellyfish stings, it said. The 
report quoted a local official as saying the jellyfish population was 
20 trines greater than in past years. It said a kind of jellyfish with a 
potentially toxin that normally lives well away from the shore has 
approached the beach this year. The daily said that as of Aug. 4, 
there bad been 1,539 reported cases of jellyfish stings. It said the 
number of cases decreased since the local government field an 
emergency meeting and issued newspaper and television warnings 
on the dangers or the sea anim al 


Gary Hart mailing list fetches $6,500 


SAN FRANCISCO 0) — Only two people bid for a list of 40,000 
contributors to the 1984 presidential campaign of Gary Hart at an 
auction to pay off some of the ex-candidate’s campaign debts. 
One of the bidders was Tri-State Envelope Corp, which claimed 
the Hart campaign owed it $140,000 for work in the 1984 
campaign. David Pinch, a lawyer representing Tri-State, said he 
entered the bidding in an attempt to force up the price. The fist 
was purchased by Mel Nasielski for $6,500. “I hope I got "a 


bargain.” said Nasielski, whose PMadelphia-area Direct-Mail 
firm has worked on numerous Democratic races. He said the 
company might make the fist available to all Democratic 
candidates now running for president. According to Federal 
Election Commission records. Hart’s 1984 debt totals $13 
million. 


Director John Huston in hospital 


FALL RIVER Mass. (R) — Celebrated film director Jofir 

■ bnt rond^n in hospital as 
doctors evaluated his chronic emphysema, a hospteJspokes 

Atan of the Charlton Memorial H^itai 
tn reksa * ed a P^gnosis for Huston who turner 

“TT* S e d ££ ctor of acclaimed films m 
Man Who Would be King, went to the 
Z £“*** after faffing! ill with his fortune ton* 
JmnhtSL!!? to a to raTfibu set. He has suffered froni 

®any years and often uses an oxygen system. 
play u a - smaJ) in the 

worth, but the part has now bein g tnireti hv an old frond su-tm 

Robert Mitchom. ’Mr. NortT^s^M 7 

“"“S Pkj£ri|Jit Thornton Wilder, is 

25-year-dd son Darnel and stars his daughter^S^“^n rt 

Lauren Bacall, Tammy Grimes and 


U.S. mission control centre complex 
flooded 


SPACE CENTRE, Houston (AP) — Water from a hrni 

a room at mission control where hum 
millions of dollars worth of comouters h5n 
U.S. man** ^ce flights, Sfflf && 

Dop& W ani said workers installing nSTrabfe^S? 
spat* between the first and second 
mpe that earned chilled water for foe 


•xvcioi uuuuicu gauons or water eniiuri ■ rtr* 

-the water could 00 

electronic data cables and Ward 
second floors could be affected The , 

the brain centre for all U.S. manned ? 

shuttle flight mmraiianiiii».L sj^ceflights. Dunn, 


wuect and assess the data 
_ who monitor tbe mission ah m ... ■ * 
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